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Seattle’s public school system on Friday filed a lawsuit(#2 i/f )against several Big Tech companies, including
Facebook, TikTok, Snapchat and YouTube, claiming( /5 #% )that their platforms have a negative influence on
students’ mental health and the ability of its schools to complete their educational tasks.

The school district, which is the largest in the state of Washington with nearly 50,000 students, claimed that
in order to increase their income, the companies have successfully taken advantage of the vulnerable( 5 5% 52 i
f])brains of youth to lengthen the time users spend on their platforms. The action taken by the platforms has been
a key factor in causing youth mental health problems, which has been marked by more and more youth struggling
with anxiety, depression, thoughts of self-harm and so on.

As is visible( 7] JiL ), students experiencing anxiety, depression, and other mental health problems perform
worse in school, and are less likely to attend school, more likely to take drugs. The district continues to take
additional steps to train teachers and screen students for mental health symptoms(Jif Ik )who may need further
support, but it needs an all-rounded, long-term plan helping with the growing mental health problems.

While a growing number of families have filed lawsuits against social media companies for their negative
influence on the mental health of their children, it’s unusual to see a school district take such a step.

TikTok, which has faced pressure from lawmaker for its potential effect on younger users, announced in July
that it would introduce new ways to filter out(id Ji€ i )potentially problematic videos. TikTok also introduced a
tool that aims to help people decide how much time they want to spend on the app. Snapchat, meanwhile, has
introduced a parent guide aimed at online security, making parents more aware of how their teens use the app.
That includes more information about who their kids have been talking to over the last week, without giving

away(iitt #% )the content of those conversations.

32. Why did Seattle’s public school system filed a lawsuit against several Big Tech companies?
A. Their student’ mental health has been harmed.
B. Their teachers’ teaching ability has been influenced.
C. Their students’ academic performance has been worsened.
D. Their schools’ ability to complete teaching tasks has been blocked.
33. What can we infer about the mental health problems of students in Seattle?
A. They are slight but lasting. B. They are invisible and serious.
C. They are rare but deadly. D. They are various and challenging.
34. What can we conclude from the action taken by TikTok?
A. TikTok has done more harm than good to younger users.
B. TikTok will give away children’s conversations to their parents.
C. TikTok will pay more attention to the online security of young users.
D. TikTok has introduced a parent guide to filter out improper videos.
35. What’s the social media companies’ attitude to dealing with the lawsuit?

A. Positive. B. Negative. C. Unconcerned. D. Ineffective.
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Li Bai holds a wine cup in his hand, while Du Fu sits in front of a desk, writing poems on the paper in front

of him. It’s not that we have traveled to the past. Modern technology has brought them “back to life”.

The two great poets along with other humanoid robots—robots who look similar to real human beings,

were presented at the World Robot Conference 2023 in late August in Beijing. “The skin is made of medical-grade
bionic silicone(f/j 4= £ /52), which is why the skin looks soft and even the veins(If.’& )can be seen through it,”
CGTN explained in a video about Liaoning-based producer EXBOBOTS.

Researchers are also trying hard to create other features of humans on robots. A US robotics startup
Apptronik brought out its humanoid robot called Apollo on Aug 23. Apollo has around 30 muscles. However,
“humans have around 300 muscles in our bodies,” Nick Paine, the co-founder of the company, told CNN. For now,
engineers can only reduce the number of the muscles, allowing them to do basic movements like holding objects
and walking. “Apollo still has a long way to go,” said Nick.

The robot also contains cameras and sensors in its head, helping it map out a 360-degree view of its
environment. They also help the robot keep balance when walking on uncertain surfaces.

Nowadays, bionic human-like robots mostly work with humans, as tour guides or by helping visitors at front
desks. There are also robots that share the work of nurses, such as handing out medicine. This could be because
people are comfortable living and working with machines that look or act like them. They can “arouse strong
feelings with people,” a US robotics scientist Marc Raibert told New Yorker.

As more humanoid robots come out, safety will be the key, according to the Robot Report website. When a

70-kilogram robot breaks down and falls, humans nearby may be hurt.

32. What do we know about the robots of Li Bai and Du Fu?
A. They are able to compose original poems.B. They can communicate with visitors.
C. They look lifelike in many aspects. D. They can learn from each other.
33. According to the text, what is the disadvantage of the robot Apollo?
A. It cannot perform complex movements.
B. It cannot keep balance on some surfaces.
C. It moves very slowly when holding objects.
D. It lacks the ability to tell directions.
34. Why do some bionic robots mostly work with humans now?
A" They are as clever as humans. B. They understand human needs very well.
C. People feel comfortable with them. D. People see them as trustworthy friends.
35. Why should people be careful around humanoid robots?
A. They can easily break. B. They sometimes become uncontrollable.

C. They might intentionally cause harm. D. They could cause safety risks.
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The findings of Nielsen Book Research’s annual survey show that only 32% of British children under 13 are
read to daily by an adult, for pleasure, down four percentage points on the previous year.

Most parents stop reading to their child by the age of eight, with just 19% of eight to 10-year-olds read to
daily by an adult, across all socio-economic groups, down 3% on last year. Boys were less likely to be read to
daily than girls at 14%, compared with 24%.

Another survey carried out by the National Literacy Trust found that the number of 8-to-18-year-olds reading
for pleasure has now dropped to 52.5%, from 58.8% in 2019, with only a quarter(25.7%)reading daily, compared
with 43% in 2018. The majority of boys and girls in every age group said they preferred screen time to reading.

Publisher Egmont, which co-funded the Nielsen research, said that the decline in parents reading to children
signals a significant threat to children’s well-being. It highlighted a strong relation between older children being
read to, and children choosing to read independently for pleasure; 74%of 8-to-13-year-olds who were read to each
day also read independently, compared with just 29%of those who were read to less than once a week.

Child expert Alison David stressed that a daily story time should be a part of the school day, as normal,
unquestionable and as unchangeable as a lunch break. Ideally, she said, this should run into their teens. “The
Department for Education states that nothing is more important than ensuring every child can read well, and the
way to do this is to introduce a passion for reading for pleasure. This won’t be achieved by guided reading lessons
and tests. Space must be made in the school day for story time,” said David. “Teachers are vastly overburdened by
the curriculum(#£#£). Unless time is made for stories, it won’t happen for all children every day, which it needs
to—for our children’s futures.”

“Whether your children are dressed up today or not, sit down with them for 10 minutes every day and share a
story,” said Kirsten Grant, director of World Book Day. “We all know how important it is to our children’s health

to give them their ‘five a day’. It’s just as important for their well-being to read with them for ten a day.”

32. What are the two surveys about?
A. Children’s reading habits. B. Gender differences in book choices.
C. Children’s after-class activities. D. Parent-child relationships.
33. Where can you find the data supporting “children being read to are likely to read by themselves™?
A. In paragraph 1. B. In paragraph 2. C. In paragraph 3. D. In paragraph 4.
34. What did David expect the government to do?
A. Reduce the burden of school teachers.
B. Decrease the number of guided reading tests.
C. Lengthen the lunch break period for children.
D. Make space for reading in the school curriculum.
35. What is the purpose of Grant’s words in the last paragraph?
A. To entertain. B. To advertise. C. To persuade. D. To defend.
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At first, they sounded distant, as if they were around a phone in a prison. But as we chatted, they slowly
started to sound more like themselves. They told me personal stories I’d never heard. I learned about the first time
my dad got drunk. Mum talked about getting in trouble for staying out late. They gave me life advice and told me
things about their childhoods, as well as my own. It was amazing. For a moment I forgot I wasn’t really talking to
my parents at all, but to their digital copies.

This Mum and Dad live inside an app on my phone as voice assistants created by the company HereAfter Al.
The company’s goal is to let the living communicate with the dead. Technology like this, which lets you “talk” to
people who have died, has been a mainstay of science fiction for decades. But now it’s becoming a reality, thanks
to advances in Al and voice technology. I wanted to test out what it might be like.

My real, flesh-and-blood parents are still alive and well; their virtual versions(Kz . fix )were made just to help
me understand the technology. But their digital copies offer a glimpse at a world where it’s possible to have
conversations with loved ones long after they’re gone. From what I could know over a dozen conversations with
my virtual parents, this really will make it easier to keep the people we loved close. It’s not hard to see the
attraction. People might turn to digital copies for comfort, or to mark special occasions like anniversaries.

But for some, this tech may be alarming or frightening. When I talked to friends about this article, some of
them just went away. There’s a common, deeply held belief that we shouldn’t mess with death.

But I’'m only human, and that worry ends up being washed away by the even scarier possibility of losing the

people I love. If technology might help me hang onto them, is it so wrong to try?

32. Why does the writer describe “the talk” in paragraph 1?
A. To present his opinion. B. To create a warm scene.
C. To introduce the topic of the text D. To add some background information.
33. What can we learn about the technology mentioned?
A. It allows users to live on an app. B. It leads users to lose their friends.
C. It is invented by a science fiction writer. D. It offers a link between the dead and the living.
34. What is the writer’s attitude towards the technology?
A. Supportive. B. Unclear. C. Objective. D. Doubtful.
35. Which of the following is a suitable title for the text?
A. Your can talk to your parents. B. Parents appear on your phone.

C. Al means never having to say goodbye. D. A breakthrough in Al may benefit you.
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Tokyo, with around 37 million people calling it their home, is the world’s most populated city which means it
has the most people living in it. About 120 million people in total live in the country of Japan, which means that
nearly a third of the country lives in one area.

The Japanese government is offering money to families to move away from the city Tokyo. The scheme(77
Z%)aims to encourage young people to move to less popular villages and towns around the edge s of the city. The
scheme has been running for the last three years, but the government has recently announced that it is increasing
the amount of money it is offering to 1 million yen per child. To be able to claim the money, however, families
must move outside the greater Tokyo area, live in their new homes for at least five years and one person must be
in work or plan to open a new business.

Japanese officials hope that the offer will encourage families with children aged up to 18 to bring life to
villages. This will help ease some of the pressure on space and public services in the center of Tokyo. They hope
around 10,000 people will move from Tokyo to the countryside around it by 2027.

There is, in fact, a growing trend of young Tokyo-dwellers(f& [<)who want to leave behind urban life in the
city to move to smaller, cheaper, and quieter parts of Japan. The small ski town of Niseko in Hokkaido is also
enjoying a small increase in population, thanks to an explosion of interest overseas in Japan’s ski slopes. But with
Japan’s vast government bureaucracy, its top schools, as well as companies all concentrated in Tokyo, escaping

the capital looks set to remain a day dream for most.

32. What problem is Tokyo involved in at present?
A. Tough business environment. B. A lack of foreign tourists.
C. Atoo large population. D. High housing costs.
33. Why is the government improving the previous scheme?
A. To help poor families go to cities. B. To let children receive better education.
C. To urge the youth to leave their families. D. To encourage more people to leave Tokyo.
34. What can be expected of the population migration project?
A. It might be a failure. B. It will be a growing trend.
C. It will bring success to businesses. D. It will benefit government sectors.
35. Which is the most suitable title for the text?
A. Tokyo is an attractive city B. Tokyo has too many cars

C. Japan pays to solve a population issue  D. Japan faces the problem of low birth rate
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For many years, a great number of scientists have accepted the idea that dinosaurs were killed by an
asteroid(/M T /£), but another idea is now gaining attention. New research suggests that big volcanic eruptions(‘K
LM % )may have contributed to the end of dinosaurs.

About 66 million years ago, an asteroid hit the earth. The impact caused earthquakes and tsunamis(very large
sea wave). Many scientists believe this allowed about 75% of all plants and animals on the earth to die off,
including dinosaurs.

Now researchers from Dartmouth College in New Hampshire believe that the asteroid alone did not cause the
mass extinction( K 4 )but that volcanoes may also have played a part. A team of scientists were studying the
Deccan Plateau, a large mountainous area in southern India. They found signs of volcanic rock shaped into forms
called basalt floods. Volcanic rocks are formed when a volcano erupts and sends out lava (/5 7€), which then cools
and becomes solid. Basalt floods are formed when either several small eruptions or one extremely large eruption
floods huge areas of land with lava. These eruptions can block out the sun with ash( ‘K 111 7%), stop plants from
growing, and kill off animals’ food supplies.

The scientists discovered that the basalt rocks formed at the time dinosaurs died out. This is a strong clue that
a huge volcanic eruption could have contributed to the death of dinosaurs. The team called the eruption and
asteroid a double-punch, which had dinosaurs wiped out from the planet completely.

There have been several mass extinctions, including the one that killed dinosaurs. Some of the other
extinctions were caused by volcanoes, which supports the new idea that a volcano could have been involved in
this one. Brenhin Keller said it is difficult to be sure which volcanic eruption caused which mass extinction. But,

Keller said, “The results make it hard to pay no attention to the role of volcanism in extinction.”

32. According to new research, what may contribute to the extinction of dinosaurs?

A. Earthquakes.  B. Volcanic eruptions. C. Tsunamis. D. Asteroid impacts.
33. What does the third paragraph focus on?

A. Why volcanic rocks are formed. B. When dinosaurs became extinct.

C. Where volcanic eruptions happen. D. How volcanoes killed dinosaurs.
34. Which strongly proved the new finding of dinosaur extinction?

A. One extremely large volcano erupted with lava.

B. Dinosaurs died out when basalt rocks formed.

C. Volcano lava and ash were harmful to dinosaurs.

D. Many asteroids hit the earth 66 million years ago.
35. What is Keller’s attitude towards the new finding?

A. Supportive. B. Doubtful. C. Unclear. D. Negative.
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United Kingdom’s Go Below offers adventure-packed cave tours in North Wales. But what made the
company world-famous is the hotel set 419 meters below the ground level in a waste mine(l ).

The entrance of the old waste mine is a 45-minute walk into the mountains. That’s before you can enter the
deep caves. After putting on the safety helmet, miner’s lamp, harness( % 4= 7 ), and shoes not allowing water to
enter, you are ready to enter the underground world.

Although the improved way is much safer than before, it still takes an hour to reach the underground hotel.
The impressive underground world has many huge natural caves. Along the way, you can see the remains of this
19th-century mine—old mine cars, broken tracks, and bridges.

Across the mine, cables in the air connect parts to get you safely, and really fast, from one side to the other.
The exciting zip lines(¥# & )glide over lakes and black deep holes so deep that you can barely see the bottom.
During your journey, you will also see water or drink bottles of workers at that time.

Once you arrive at the camping base, you are welcomed with a hot drink. Then, the team provides you with a
meal which can be vegetarian(Z & [/ )upon request.

When you are finished with the food and chat at the picnic table, you can go back to your comfortable room
and enjoy the deepest sleep you have ever experienced. The beds have thick quilts to keep you warm, as the
temperature here is only 10°Celsius.

The underground hotel opens the door only once per week on Saturday nights. Depending on your taste, you
can choose to sleep in a small wooden house or a ca ve with rocks and the soft light of the candles around you.

The morning starts with a wake-up call at 8 am, and after a quick breakfast, the staff will guide you back to

the surface, so you can go and tell your friends and family that you slept in the world’s deepest hotel!

32. What do visitors need to do before entering the underground world?
A. Get climbing training. B. Have a health examination.
C. Wear protective equipment. D. Learn the history of the mine.
33. What can you expect to see in the underground world?
A. Ancient wall paintings. B. Different plants and wildlife.
C. Underground rivers and waterfalls. D. Old mine cars, broken tracks, and bridges.
34. What can we learn about the meal at this hotel?
A. It respects different eating habits. B. It involves local specialities.
C. It is to everyone’s taste. D. It is vegetable-based.
35. When can visitors stay at the hotel?
A. Every day except Saturday. B. Only at weekends.
C. Only on Sunday nights. D. Only during weekdays.
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The color of the ocean has changed greatly over the last 20 years and human-caused climate change is
probably responsible, according to a new study.

More than 56% of the world’s oceans have changed color, and this cannot be explained by natural changes,
said a team of researchers. Tropical( #77 ] Joceans close to the equator especially have become greener in the
past two decades, reflecting changes in their ecosystems.

The color of the ocean is derived from the materials found in its upper layers. For example, a deep blue sea
will have very little life in it, while a green color means there are ecosystems there. The ecosystems are based on
plant-like small living things which include chlorophyll( £¢ % ). The living things form the base of a food web
which supports larger creatures such as fish, seabirds and some other sea animals.

It’s not clear exactly how these ecosystems are changing, said study author Stephanie Dutkiewicz. Ocean
ecosystems are finely balanced and any change in the small living things will influence the food chain. “All
changes are causing an imbalance in the natural organization of ecosystems. Such imbalance will only get worse
over time if our oceans keep heating,”she said. It will also affect the ocean’s ability to act as a store of carbon(k),
Dutkiewicz said, as different living things take in different amounts of carbon.

The researchers are still working to find out exactly what the changes mean. However, what is clear, they
said, is that the changes are being driven by human-caused climate change.

The researchers checked changes in ocean color from space by following how much greenor blue light was
reflected from the surface of the sea. They studied the changes in color from 2002 to 2022. And then they used
climate change models to see what would happen to the oceans both with additional( il 4} [ )planet-heating
pollution and without.

The color changes matched almost exactly what Dutkiewicz said would happen if greenhouse gases were
added to the atmosphere—around 50% of our oceans would change color.

32. Which areas of the ocean have shown the greatest color change?

A. Deep-sea areas with little life. B. Oceans with lower temperatures.

C. Coastal areas close to large cities. D. Tropical oceans near the equator.
33. What does the underlined “is derived from” in para.3 mean?

A. Is reflected in something. B. Comes from something.

C. Influences something. D. Creates something.

34. How can the changes in ecosystems influence oceans?

A. They keep the balance among different living things.

B. They reduce the ocean’s ability to store carbon.

C. They improve the health of large sea animals.

D. They make oceans support more life.

35. What did the researchers use climate change models for?

A. To support space exploration.

B. To find the sources of greenhouse gases.

C. To show future ocean temperature changes.

D. To study the influence of planet-heating pollution.
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Scientists in Europe have discovered that magpies(& #5)and crows(%4%)are using an unusual material to
build their nests(5)— spikes(Fj 4] )designed to keep birds away from buildings. The birds appear to be taking
away the spikes from buildings and adding them to their own nests.

Auke-Florian Hiemstra is a Dutch scientist who studies how wild animals use materials made by humans. He
has seen nests that include some pretty unusual materials—things like plastic flowers, sunglasses and even fishing
lines. Mr Hiemstra thinks that in large cities, it’s hard to find suitable materials to make nests, so birds build nests
with whatever materials they can find.

Someone at a hospital in Antwerp, Belgium sent Mr Hiemstra a picture of a magpie nest. He never expected
spikes could be used by magpies to build their nests. The top of the nest had thin spikes sticking out all over. The
spikes were “anti-bird spikes”. They are usually placed on buildings to prevent birds from landing. But this time,
the birds had used the spikes to make a nest.

Magpies and crows are known for being clever. The two kinds of birds are related, and are famous for being
able to solve challenging problems. But the birds didn’t use the spikes in exactly the same ways. The crows used
the spikes on the inside of their nests to help make the nests stronger. Magpies have to worry about other birds,
including crows, stealing their eggs. They appeared to use the spikes like humans do-putting them on top of their
nests to keep other birds from landing.

Mr Hiemstra said, “We learned about several other nests in Europe that also used anti-bird spikes. What’s
more, there are probably more nests out there that are built with anti-bird spikes. They just haven’t been found

ER]

yet

32. Why do birds use unusual materials according to Mr Hiemstra?
A. They make their nests unique. B. They provide better protection.
C. They can be found easily. D. They are much stronger.
33. How did Mr Hiemstra feel when seeing the picture?
A. Worried. B. Surprised. C. Satisfied. D. Confused.
34. What is the purpose of paragraph 4?
A. To introduce the right ways to use spikes.
B. To show magpies are much cleverer than crows.
C. To explain crows and magpies can learn from humans.
D. To tell us crows and magpies use spikes in different ways.
35. What do Mr Hiemstra’s words in the last paragraph show?
A. Birds in Europe first started to use anti-bird spikes to build nests.
B. Humans need to learn more about birds’ way of building nests.
C. It’s more difficult for birds to find suitable building materials.
D. Anti-bird spikes may be used more widely to build nests.
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A surprising discovery was reported by a team of South Korean researchers in late July. They said that they
had created LK-99, a superconductor(itf ‘3 /4<)that works at room temperatures and normal pressure levels.

When electricity travels through wires( B k), it loses some energy and heats up along the way because of
resistance( F [ ). Superconductors can let electricity flow through without any resistance. However, according to
Science Daily, they usually only work at very low temperatures, around -200°C. It makes them difficult to produce
and use.

After the team’s report, LK-99 became the center of discussion. Scientists around the world began to copy
the steps. However, as of mid-August, researchers had published several new reports showing that LK-99 is not a
superconductor at room temperature. It was rather a magnetic material that has some characteristics of
superconductors, said The New York Times.

Early in March, US scientists also said they had created such material, but the research is still waiting to be
proved. Why have superconductors been a key focus of world science?

It could make the energy systems more efficient. Currently, around 8 to 15 percent of electricity is lost
between the generator( /% Fi ¥l )and the user, according to China’s CHINT Group, a leading new energy company
with a global presence. Superconductors ensure that the loss will be no more. Each wire can carry much more
electricity. “The electricity prices for everyone may be reduced to one-tenth of the current prices, Xu Qingjin at
the Chinese Academy of Sciences told China Daily.

With superconductors, smartphones can be charged in a very short time, maybe just seconds. Electronic cars
can travel longer distances, and drivers don’t need to worry about running out of electricity in the middle of their
trip. Since superconductors don’t heat up, the power grid( F, ¥ )will be safer. We can have thinner phones and
laptops because fans won’t be needed to cool them.

“The development of all future technology needs the support of energy,” wrote Zhou Hongyi, founder of 360
Security Group. “The problem of energy should be considered first, rather than just creating better technology.”

32. What normally makes superconductors hard to use?

A. Their working temperature. B. Their limited availability.
C. Their zero resistance. D. Their high cost.
33. What did researchers discover about LK-99 by mid-August?
A. It is a confirmed superconductor. B. It turned out to be a magnetic material.

C. It has no potential for superconductivity. D. Its superconductivity is still not certain.
34. What do paragraphs 5 and 6 mainly talk about?

A. Current electricity shortages. B. Progress in energy technology.

C. Benefits of using superconductors. D. Difficulties in developing superconductors.
35. What does Zhou think of the development of technology?

A. People should spare no effort to achieve it.

B. It requires support from various aspects.

C. It will help solve energy issues eventually.

D. It should come after solving energy problems.
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To snack or not to snack? That is the question for doctors and for you, as you try to decide what to do about
your hungry stomach when it’s nowhere close to mealtime. The short answer is: [ have the snack.

Can snacking help you drop a few pounds? Yes. A smart snack can prevent the kind of unhealthy over-eating
that comes from extreme hunger. “Your body is always talking to you—you just have to listen,” said medicine
specialist Robert Graham. “So if you’re starting to feel a bit hungry, don’t wait.” But you can’t grab any old snack.
Chips and cookies boost your blood sugar quickly, which leads to the sugar crash. Instead, try nuts and fruits.

Snacking is a way to add a variety of nutrients(’& 77 )to your diet. Maya Feller, a registered dietitian
nutritionist, says you can’t go wrong with a handful of mixed nuts, which can help your heart. Snacking on
protein-rich foods helps to keep your muscle strong and staminal. The body can absorb only a limited amount of
protein per meal, so distributing protein throughout the day via snacking can maximize protein intake.

If you’ve ever been unhappy with someone when you were hungry, you know that food can influence your
mood. Snacking helps you avoid that position, resulting in fewer mood swings and better focus. Some studies
have shown that healthy snacking may also improve memory and cognitive performance and help with mental
health issues such as anxiety and depression. If you wait too long to eat between meals, your body thinks it’s
starving and releases the stress hormone to remind you, which can produce negative moods. In addition to
drinking water, snacking on fresh fruits can help your brain.

There are different ways to go about(4b##)this whole snacking things. Choose a healthy, filling option in an
appropriate size, and the benefits don’t stop at weight loss and improved health; your general approach to life
might be affected. When you snack mindfully, it’s easier to take a deep breath, focus on exactly what you’re eating

at that moment, and enjoy the day around you too.

32. How does the author develop the second paragraph?

A. By listing numbers. B. By using metaphor.

C. By using parallel structures. D. By giving examples.
33. What is closest in meaning to “staminal” in paragraph 3 ?

A. Extreme. B. Stressed. C. Material. D. Energetic.
34. What can be inferred from the passage?

A. We should have the snack instead of main meals.

B. Nuts and fruits may contribute to gaining weight.

C. Good snack can help people lose weight and improve health.

D. Snacking on cookies and chips can help with depression and anxiety.
35. In which column of a magazine can you most probably find this article?

A. Fitness. B. Historical stories.

C. Culture and customs. D. Traffic and holidays.
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Do you have a younger brother? Does he always get in trouble? Well, there might be some science behind
that.

According to a report from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, second-borns are more likely than
first-borns to behave badly, which could be why you from time to time consider your younger brother or sister
sprites.

Researchers, who explored data from tens of thousands of sibling( ¢, 53 4H 4k ))pairs from Denmark and Florida,
found second-borns are 20% to 40% more likely to have behavioral problems. If you’re the second-born child you
may want to have a little chat with your parents. The reason why second-born siblings may be worse behaved than
first-born is that parents tend to pay less attention to them.

“Second-born children tend to have less attention from the mother than their older siblings because first-born
children experience their mother’s maternity leave(F={f). First-borns enjoy the rewards of not only their own time
with Mum following their birth, but the time Mum takes off with younger siblings, too.” the authors explain.

It’s not just about the parents, however. Speaking to NRP, co-author Joseph Doyle said, “The first-born has
role models, who are adults. And the second, later-born children have role models who are slightly unreasonable
2-year-olds, you know, their older siblings. The difference of parental investments and the sibling influences
probably contribute to these differences we see in the labor market and what we find in behaviors against
regulations, even against laws. It’s just very difficult to separate those two things because they happen at the same
time”

The results, the authors argue, have an important effect on social policy.

32. What does the underlined word “sprites” in Paragraph 2 probably mean?
A. Losers B. Troublemakers C. Close companions  D. Parents’ pets
33. According to the report, what influences the second-born children’s behavior?
A. Challenges of their elder siblings
B. The amount of attention they receive from parents
C. More family problems they are faced with
D. Fewer chances of talking with others
34. Joseph Doyle holds the opinion that the older siblings
A. have the same role models as their younger ones
B. are not to blame for their younger siblings’ failure
C. are partly responsible for their younger siblings’ problems
D. affect the parental investment and the labor market participation
35. Which of the following can be the best title for the text?
A. Parents Prefer First-Born Kids B. How Parents Improve Family Relationships

C. Social Policy Guides Family Education D. Why the Second-Born Tend to be Misbehaved

KR, EEREREREI. 17751295132 12



E%if:.zﬁl: WWW.yogor.cn 555K
13

The kitchen is not just where we prepare meals. In many places, the kitchen is the heart of the home. It’s
where we connect with our family and friends. We have open talks about our pleasures and problems we met
during the day while we make dinner or have a bite to eat. So, it can be a very busy room in the house.

Sometimes you need order in the kitchen for things to run smoothly. And sometimes you need one person to
be in charge. Imagine you are cooking dinner for your friends. As you are making the soup, your friend Sara tastes
it and says, “This needs more salt.” So, she adds more salt. Harlan comes to taste your soup and throws some
fresh black pepper into the pot and some dried herbs. Cecilia tastes the soup and pours in some vinegar. What will
the soup be like?

You are happy to spend time with your friends. But, quite frankly, all their opinions about your soup are
becoming annoying. Worst of all, you taste the soup and it’s awful! And that is where we get the expression “too
many cooks spoil the soup”.

This expression describes an age-old problem: If too many people help to complete a task, it may not go very
well. But, you may think, “If many people are trying to get something done, the task will get done faster.” After all,
American English also has the expression “many hands make light work”.

To answer that point, I will draw your attention to the word “cook”. Now, the cook is the leader in the kitchen.
They may have assistants to help them. But the cook has the final say. So, what if a kitchen has many cooks? Who

is the leader? Everyone! And that’s where the trouble comes.

32. What does the author think of the kitchen according to the first paragraph?
A. It is crowded in many houses. B. It is where we feed our body and soul.
C. It helps to brighten up people’s day. D. It serves as the most useful place in a home.
33. Why does the author take “your friends” as an example?
A. To describe a common phenomenon(I ).
B. To vividly introduce a saying.
C. To explain a way to be a good cook.
D. To stress the importance of teamwork.
34. Which situation agrees with “too many cooks spoil the soup”?
A. A group of students get a task done together.
B. Some volunteers discuss how to help others.
C. Five designers want their own idea to be accepted.
D. Many retired workers learn how to be a cook.
35. Which of the following is the best title for the text?
A. What Happens with Too Many Cooks in the Kitchen?
B. Should a Cook Be Open to Suggestions?
C. What Could a Cook Do to Everyone’s Satisfaction?
D. Why Will Too Many Cooks Work in the Kitchen?
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Melanie Guttmann, co-founder of LG, a German climate(“</{% )group, once spent six days in prison after
being arrested during a public gathering against “new normal”. She tells me that she just wanted to have a
peaceful life, spend some time with the people she loved and start a family. But finally, she says, she’d be willing
to be in prison even longer if it might make a difference. “I started to realize that no matter whether I’'m in prison
or not, [ will never have those things.”

I have been turning over her words for what happened later. Vermont experienced storms last week, causing
floods and resulting in deaths. An extreme heat brought the number of people in one Phoenix emergency room to
levels never seen since the COVID-19 pandemic. The ocean water around the Florida Keys reached a temperature
of over 90°F, seriously endangering coral reefs.

Many well-meant statesmen mention what’s happening as “new normal”. It’s meant, of course, to point out
the long-term effects of putting large amounts of greenhouse gases into air. But the phrase of “new normal”, to me,
also has the suggestion that now, at least, is “normal,” as if we’ve been riding a lift of global(4=¥kf])temperature
rise, and just arrived at the top floor. “It surely is hot up here at the new normal, but good thing is that it won’t get
any worse.”

Unfortunately, though, it will. The changes we are experiencing are only quickening. Each new season is a
baseline from which things will get stranger still. There’ll be yet more heat domes, storms, and flooding, coming
at a faster and faster speed. By 2050, the world could be dealing with 1.2 billion climate refugees(¥ [X;)escaping
for their lives.

One thing from Guttmann’s words is clear: However bad things are now, they’re set to get a whole lot worse.
We need to have the awareness that there is no “new normal” where we can stop to catch our breath. And, if we
don’t do something, things will get worse.

32. Why is Guttmann’s story mentioned?

A. To explore what is behind the story.

B. To describe what life holds in the future.

C. To explain the cause of her being in prison.

D. To experience her feeling of disappointment.

33. What does paragraph 2 mainly tell us?

A. The climate disasters. B. The storm.

C. The extreme heat. D. The high water temperature.
34. Which view concerning “new normal” will cause an argument?

A. The statesmen propose “new normal” with a good purpose.

B. “New normal” alarms the long-term impact of climate change

C. Things about global temperature at “new normal” won’t be worse.

D. What Guttmann wants will probably come to nothing at such a “new normal”.

35. What is the author’s attitude toward Guttmann’s concern?

A. Unclear. B. Supportive. C. Doubtful. D. Negative.
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We all know reading can teach you facts, and knowing the right thing at the right time helps you be more
successful. But is that the whole reason just about every smart, great person you can think of, from Bill Gates to
Yu Minhong, credits much of their success to their reading? Of course not.

In fact, beyond simply educating us, books have more benefits(%f 4t). They provide inspiration, guide our
decisions, and sometimes even change our lives. Reading a good book can be so amazing that you forget about
your troubles for a while. On top of that, reading helps us understand people from different walks of life. It gives
us a window into their minds and hearts. Reading has many positive effects on your body as well. Research shows
that people who read are less likely to suffer from anxiety. Regular readers also have lower rates of heart disease
than those who do not read at all or only watch television. It works better and faster than other methods of
relaxation, such as listening to music or drinking hot tea.

Of course, you are reading right now, but sorry, it doesn’t count. The most important benefits come from
devoting the time and attention to longer, deeper content. What type of reading is best for the brain? They believe
that reading a novel closely to study literature and thinking about its value is an effective exercise in the brain,
more effective than just reading for pleasure. Don’t go fooling yourself into considering a look through Facebook
as a brain workout.

I use Goodreads to track how many books I read, and try to increase the number every year. If you are
inspired to get through more novels this year too, keep an eye on your brain’s performance too, to see if it’s
making a difference. I can safely say that you’ll be amazed at the result!

But seriously, have you read any good books lately? Let me know in the comments.

32. What is paragraph 1 mainly about?

A. Great persons like reading.

B. Reading enriches people’s life.

C. Reading has far more benefits than listed.

D. Bill Gates and Yu Minhong have good credit.

33. What do we know about reading according to paragraph 2?

A. It frees us from trouble.

B. It helps us better understand others.

C. It is a useful way to treat heart disease.

D. It can take the place of physical exercise.

34. Which of the following reading activities benefits you most?

A. Turning to books for fun.

B. Looking through articles online.

C. Going through newspapers every morning.

D. Thinking about its value while reading a novel.

35. Which may be the best title for the text?
A. It’s never too late to read. B. Deep reading works better.

C. A good book is a good friend. D. There is no easy road to reading.
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Thousands of emperor penguins in western Antarctica lost their chicks last year, largely due to gradually
reducing sea ice, satellite data suggest.

While looking at satellite images in 2022, geographer Peter Fretwell noticed that ice in one area was
melting(#l 14, )especially early in the year. He and his colleagues wanted to measure the influence of this ice loss
on emperor penguins in the Bellingshausen Sea off western Antarctica. So the researchers looked at satellite
images of groups to determine the future of the breeding( % 5H )season. There were 62 emperor penguin groups
throughout Antarctica. Of the five groups observed, four probably lost all their chicks, the team reports August 24.

Emperor penguins rely on stable(%% iZ [ )sea ice throughout their breeding season. When an egg hatches( 7
{t.), the newborn chick must fledge(F]11t), losing its soft feathers to gain its waterproof coat. But in 2022, sea ice
broke up before some groups were finished fledging. Without waterproof feathers, fledging birds were unable to
survive, Fretwell says.

Some of those other groups have also experienced bad breeding seasons lately. On Antarctica’s Brunt Ice
Shelf, the world’s second-largest emperor penguin group at the time had three years of breeding failure from 2016
to 2018 after storms broke up sea ice there, Fretwell and a colleague previously reported.

The new study, recording breeding failure across several groups at once, “is the first observation that agrees
with the worst expectations of what could happen” as the Earth continues to warm, Schmidt says. “I’'m
worried—it’s not a good sign.” Recent estimates predict(Fiill|)that the changing climate and melting sea ice could
cut emperor penguin populations by more than half by 2100.

Although the future of emperor penguins is worrying, Fretwell still has hope. “If we can slow down global
warming... we can turn around the future of the emperor penguin,” he says. “But that window of opportunity is
getting smaller, so we really have to act now.”

32. What’s Peter Fretwell’s research aimed at?

A. Figuring out why Antarctica’s ice is melting.

B. Knowing the effect of ice loss on emperor penguins.

C. Working out the number of emperor penguin groups.

D. Changing the emperor penguins’ future in breeding season.

33. What can we learn from paragraphs 3 and 4?

A. The birth rate of emperor penguins is very low.

B. The growth process of emperor penguins is tough.

C. The breaking up of sea ice leads to the breeding failure.

D. The groups all have experienced bad breeding seasons.

34. What is special about the new study?

A. It meets the worst expectations of what might happen.

B. It records breeding failure of several groups at once.

C. It predicts emperor penguins’ population will decrease by half.

D. It calls on people to change the future of the emperor penguin.

35. What is Fretwell’s attitude toward the future of emperor penguins?

A. Unclear. B. Negative. C. Doubtful. D. Positive.
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Sometimes our friends’ behaviour can make us angry; sometimes we can see changes they need to make — but
how do we tell them? Are there any ways to make difficult conversations easier?

It’s important to have evidence(ilE /% )that there is a problem. Evidence that can be agreed on makes it easier
for other people to recognize problems. Once you have evidence, it’s important to stress how it influences you and
others. Psychologist Andrea Bonior suggests framing problems with “I” . Saying “I feel hurt that you spend less
time with me” is better than “You never spend time with me!” .

Staying calm is of great importance. Being in tension might lead you to act badly and cause an argument.
Bonior recommends you should accept that the conversation could make you anxious. If you think about this
yourself, it can help you focus on positive results. If you recognize your anxiety to your friend, you will show a
more human side. Another psychologist, Laura Brennan, points out how it’s important that we let go of our
self-respect and don’t focus on the need to be proved right. This can help reduce tension.

Listening to the other person and asking questions can lower the potential for disagreement. Many experts
recommend planning your words, so that you can say things in a way that avoids disagreement. However, Bonior
is against overplanning as this can stop you being flexible enough to sincerely follow and join in the discussion.

Being patient is necessary. Complicated problems are unlikely to be solved with one conversation. Consider
what is possible in one discussion, and that it may be harder than you thought. This will help you to set practical
goals for what you can achieve.
32. Why should we keep calm in face of tension?

A. To avoid an argument. B. To respect ourselves.

C. To make ourselves anxious. D. To focus on right things.
33. What does the underlined word “framing” in Paragraph 2 mean?

A. Reminding. B. Expressing. C. Ignoring. D. Escaping.
34. What can we learn from Paragraph 4?

A. Overplanning will cause argument. B. Bonior supports overplanning words.

C. Argument will disappear by listening. D. Many experts suggest planning words.
35. What is the best title for the text?

A. Good qualities of a true friend B. Great power of communication

C. Effective ways to reduce tension D. Talking to solve friendship problems
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Fatima Bushin was losing her sight and was scared. She said what worried her most wasn’t the fear of a long,
painful journey to blindness. She feared being unable to feed her family because blindness would keep her from
working, as mothers do. The tragedy is that Bushin’s condition was preventable and, if caught in time, stoppable.
She was among thousands of women in Tanzania who suffered from trachoma(¥>HR), an infectious disease
affecting largely poor communities in developing countries. Trachoma is one of neglected tropical diseases, or
NTDs, so named because they receive less attention than other tropical diseases.

All NTDs can be controlled or cured entirely with known public health approaches and interventions.
Improved sanitation(3 3% T.4), medicines and medical procedures have produced truly remarkable results in
preventing and controlling NTDs, including trachoma, in some of the world’s poorest communities. Preventing,
controlling and curing these diseases puts out poverty’s fire at its base.

We know it can be done. Through long-term efforts, several of these NTDs have been stamped out in some
countries such as Laos. To wipe out extreme poverty around the world. many countries continue to invest in what
is one of the most successful foreign assistance programs. For example, U.S. Agency for International
Development programs to combat NTDs have reached nearly 300 million people affected by diseases that can
spoil the patients’ appearance or weaken the patients physically.

For Bushin, the story ends well. Through foreign assistance program, she was able to lave the surgery needed
to treat trachoma and save her eyesight. The surgery is relatively simple, performed in an hour at an outpatient
clinic, and costs less than $300. In return, Bushin avoided a lifelong disability that would have recondemned her
family to poverty with little hope for escape.

Jan. 30 marks the World NTD Day, a day that global public health experts say is needed to focus attention on
the fight against tropical diseases. The success of the global fight against NTDs is good news for millions of
people. It has been life-changing for a mother in Tanzania who continues to be able to provide for her family
thanks to the constant efforts being made that kept her family out of poverty by saving her eyesight.

32. What was the greatest concern of Bushin?

A. The possible loss of her eyesight.

B. The slim chance of getting rid of poverty.

C. The potential inability to support her family.

D. The deliberate neglect of her by her parents.

33. What does the underlined part “stamped out” in Paragraph 3 most probably mean?

A. Caught. B. Removed. C. Tracked. D. Analyzed.
34. In what tone does the author describe the treatment of NTDs?

A. Critical. B. Regretful. C. Humorous. D. Positive.
35. What can we infer from the text?

A. NTDs could be cured earlier than expected.

B. Poverty and disease tend to be largely connected.

C. Infectious diseases will be the biggest global issue.

D. International cooperation is a must for treating a disease.
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In most cases, people pick the easiest way out: the path of least resistance. Yet, it is the hard choice—the path
of most resistance—that is more beneficial and provides most success in the long run. How do these paths differ?
What are the dangers of an easy life? What are the rewards for a hard life?

Taking the path of least resistance means choosing the easiest available option, without thinking about its
long-term consequences. For example, you eat whatever and whenever you like. It may feel nice at first but they
have a very high price—guaranteed obesity(I! ). Most people in modern world follow this path, and this is why
so many people struggle without self-control, good habits, etc.

The path of most resistance is about choosing the option that will lead to more personal growth, even if it
means suffering in the early stage. For example, it may cost you a lot to quit watching TV for hours. But over the
long term, you’ll free up a lot of time that will lead to a more satisfying lite than that of a couch potato. At first
sight, this way is unattractive. It requires effort and loss of pleasure, and leads to potential suffering. Yet, on the
other side of all that lies a world of more confidence and self-control. In the end, they more than make up for the
passing shallow pleasures.

We’re lazy by nature. Some may point out that because of this laziness that we now enjoy so many wonders
of technology that people in the past would kill to have. But ask the same individuals praising laziness if they
would be happy living a life where everything is given to them the moment they think about it. They would have

zero difficulties, no aims in life and no obstacle to get over and no wise human would want such an existence.

32. How does the author show the dangers of choosing the easy path?

A. By asking questions. B. By giving examples.

C. By giving explanations. D. By making a comparison.
33. What does the underlined word “it” in paragraph 3 refer to?

A. Watching TV for hours. B. Getting shallow pleasures.

C* Having many life struggles. D. Choosing the path of most resistance.
34. Which of the following would the author agree with?

A. Life is to be enjoyed, not suffered. B. There should be some challenges in life.

C. Set your lite goals as early as possible.  D. Good habits provide short-term pleasures.
35. What is the author’s purpose in writing the text?

A. To tell us humans are lazy by nature.

B. To encourage us to take the hard path of life.

C. To prove that laziness leads to wonders in life.

D. To show the common lifestyles of young people.
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There is an old Chinese proverb that states “One generation plants the trees; another gets the shade,” and this
is how it should be with mothers and daughters. The relationship between a mother and a daughter is sometimes
confusing. The relationship can be similar to friendship. However, the mother and daughter relationship has
unique characteristics that distinguish it from a friendship. These characteristics include a hierarchy(%5 2} )of
responsibilities and unconditional love, which preclude mothers and daughters from being best friends.

Marina, 27 years old, said, “I love spending time with my mom, but I wouldn’t consider her my best friend.
Best friends don’t pay for your wedding. Best friends don’t remind you how they carried you in their body and
gave you life! Best friend: don’t tell you how wise they are because they have been alive at least 20 years longer
than you.” This doesn’t mean that the mother and daughter relationship can’t be very close and satisfying.

While some adult relationships are still troubled, many find them to be extremely rewarding. This generation
of mothers and adult daughters has a lot in common, which increases the likelihood of shared companionship.
Mothers and daughters have always shared the common experience of being homemakers, responsible for
maintaining and passing on family values and traditions. Today contemporary mothers and daughters also share
the experience of the workforce and technology, which may bring them even closer together.

Best friends may or may not continue to be best friends, but for better or worse, the mother and daughter
relationship is permanent, even if for some unfortunate reason they aren’t speaking. The mother and child
relationship is closer than any other. There is not an equal relationship. Daughters should not feel responsible for
their mother’s emotional well-being. It isn’t that they don’t care deeply about their mothers. It’s just that they
shouldn’t be burdened with their mother’s well-being.

The mother and daughter relationship is a relationship that is not replaceable by any other. Mothers never
stop being mothers, which includes frequently wanting to protect their daughters and often feeling responsible for
their happiness. Mothers always “trump(J4:i)” friends.

32. What does the underlined word “preclude” in paragraph 1 probably mean?

A. differ B. prevent C. benefit D. change
33. What do we know from the text?

A. The mother and daughter relationship can be replaced by a best friend.

B. A mother’s love brings her and her daughter a close friendship.

C. The mother and daughter relationship goes beyond best friends’ friendship.

D. Marina has a troubled relationship with her mother.

34. How does the author mainly prove his statements?

A. By listing data. B. By giving explanations.

C. By quoting sayings. D. By giving examples.
35. What is the best title for the text?

A. How to Be a Good Mother and Daughter?

B. Who Is a Mother’s Best Friend?

C. Mothers or Friends?

D. Can a Mother Be a Daughter’s Best Friend?
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I know that some of you are still adjusting to being back at school. But I’m here today because I have
something important to discuss with you. I’'m here because I want to talk with you about your education and
what’s expected of all of you in this new school year.

And this isn’t just important for your own life and your own future. What you make of your education will
decide nothing less than the future of this country. The future of our country depends on you. What you’re
learning in school today will determine whether we as a nation can meet our greatest challenges in the future.

You’ll need the knowledge and problem-solving skills you learn in science and math to cure diseases like
cancer and to develop new energy technologies and protect our environment. You’ll need the insights and
critical-thinking skills you gain in history and social studies to build our country. You’ll need the creativity and
ingenuity you develop in all your classes to build new companies that will create new jobs and boost our economy.
We need every single one of you to develop your talents and your skills and your intellect so you can help us old
folks solve our most difficult problems.

The circumstances of your life—what you look like, where you come from, how much money you have,
what you’ve got going on at home—none of that is an excuse for neglecting your homework or having a bad
attitude in school. That’s no excuse for talking back to your teacher, or cutting class, or dropping out of school.
There is no excuse for not trying.

Where you are right now doesn’t have to determine where you’ll end up. No one’s written your future for
you, because here in our country, you write your own future. You make your own future. Whatever you resolve to
do, I want you to commit to it. I want you to really work at it.

32. What can we learn from the first two paragraphs?

A. Students adjust to their new schools easily.

B. Students wish they could be still on holiday.

C. Students decide to live up to their expectations.

D. Students influence the future of the whole country.

33. Which skill should students have is not mentioned in paragraph 3?

A. Problem solving.B. Creativity.

C. Critical thinking. D. Independent thinking.

34. What does the speech mainly focus on?

A. Opportunities in creating new jobs.

B. Great challenges in this new school year.

C. The strategies of protecting environment.

D. The responsibilities for students” own education.

35. What should you do in your new school year according to the speaker?

A. Talk back to our teachers at all time.

B. Have a negative attitude in school occasionally.

C. Devote ourselves to whatever we are intended to do.

D. Make excuses for neglecting homework if necessary.
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Is looking fashionable more important than being comfortable? Many people seem to think so, judging( %
)by the things they wear. But fashion is not everything. It is more important to be a healthy and good person.

People go to great lengths to be fashionable. Some people think they have to have a certain body type, so
they go on extreme, unhealthy diets in order to change their bodies. In addition, many women wear uncomfortable
fashions, such as high-heeled shoes that cause pain to their feet, and tight body shapers that limit blood flow. Men
and women alike spend time and money on products that change their natural hair color or hairstyle. Some people
even spend several hours a day in front of a mirror. Is fashion so important that people spend so much time and
effort changing what they look like?

If the purpose of fashion is to make a person feel good, it does not make sense that he or she would go
through so much discomfort to be fashionable. Fashion should not come first. People should put their health and
positive image in the first place. What people wear does not say anything about their personalities. Instead of
spending hours choosing a dress, perhaps you should call your friends and do something together, such as playing
soccer or badminton. Instead of going on strict diets and forcing yourself to stay hungry, why not eat some healthy

foods and then exercise? By doing these things, you can keep a healthy lifestyle and truly grow as a person.

32. Why does the author include questions in the text?
A. To enrich the content. B. To introduce a new topic.
C. To present different ideas. D. To encourage readers to think.
33. What is paragraph 2 mainly about?
A. The fact about fashion industry. B. Reasons why fashion is important.
C. The price to pay for being fashionable.  D. Products popular with fashion followers.
34. Which of the following activities would the author most likely recommend?
A. Going skiing with friends. B. Starting a new diet with a friend.
C. Changing hairstyles every week. D. Shopping for fashionable clothes.
35. What is the author’s main purpose in writing the text?
A. To introduce the latest fashion trends.
B. To tell readers how to remain fashionable.
C. To advise readers to value health over fashion.

D. To show readers advantages and disadvantages of dieting.
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If you are reading this, you were probably born in the 2000s. The oh-ohs. The 21st century. That would make
you young, creative, and no doubt smart. Maybe good-looking, too. Right? But what do other people think about
your generation?

Some adults worry that you’re more interested in the screen in front of you than the world around you. They
think of you as the “face-down generation” because you use your phone so much. They wonder how you will deal
with school, friends and family. Are today’s teenagers too busy texting and taking selfies( [ #)to become
successful in real life—or “IRL”, as you would say?

Other adults worry that today’s youth are spoilt(i45% )and don’t want to face the challenges of adult life.
Many children born in the 1990s and 2000s were raised by “helicopter parents” who were always there to guide
and help their children with a busy schedule filled with homework and after-school activities such as dancing,
drawing, or sports. With parents who do everything for them, today’s youth seem to prefer to live like teenagers
even when they are in their 20s or 30s.

Does the face-down generation need a heads-up? Well, probably not. The fact is that many of today’s
teenagers are better educated and more creative than past generations. They also seem to be willing to become
leaders. More young people than ever volunteer to help their communities. There are also brave young people
such as Malala Yousafzai, the teenager who won the 2014 Noble Peace Prize for pushing girls’ rights to go to
school.

So if you’re one of the oh-ohs, there’s no reason to be worried about the future. Things are looking up for the

face-down generation. Chances are that you do GR8(great)and LOL(laugh out loud).

32. Who is this passage written for?

A. The teenagers  B. The teachers C. The parents D. The oh-ohs
33. What do helicopter parents always do?

A. Help and direct their children. B. Do homework instead of children.

C. Guide children to face challenges. D. Plan a busy schedule for children.

34. How does the writer feel about the younger generation?

A. Anxious. B. Confident. C. Satisfied. D. Helpless
35. What can we learn according to the passage?

A. Parents should put down their phones.

B. Young people should be better educated.

C. The oh-ohs should be hopeful about the future.

D. Face-down generation should raise their heads.
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Danone Portugal introduced a new yogurt named Juntos. For every pack of yogurt that a person bought, he
would donate yogurt to a family in need. Danone had done its research. Increasingly, people say they want to buy
from brands that give them a sense of purpose. Surely a yogurt that helped the needy would be appealing. But
Juntos was a failure. Despite sinking millions into a marketing campaign, Danone pulled Juntos from the market
only months after it was launched. Now the same product is simply marketed as a tasty yogurt.

What happened? To find the reason behind Juntos’ failure, Lawrence Williams and his colleagues did an
experiment where they showed people some products and asked these people to pick one option. They reminded
some to focus on the “purposeful and valuable” aspect while others were told to “enjoy themselves” and focus on
“delight and pleasure.” They found that participants who prioritized meaning preferred the less expensive product
when compared with people who put pleasure in the first place.

So why were meaning-seekers cheaping out? Lawrence Williams asked participants to explain their
decision-making to find out. He learned that meaning-oriented people were not thinking about how the product
they might buy could bring meaning to their lives. Instead, they were occupied with what else they could do with
their money.

I am all for people making wise and strategic financial choices. But cheap products can create many
problems. Inexpensive options often do not last as long as the higher-end ones. As a result, we shop more often,
which is ultimately worse for our wallets. Plus, that spending pattern can do a greater damage to the environment.
Thanks in part to fast fashion, people buy 60 percent more clothing today than they did 15 years ago. The fashion
industry alone emits more greenhouse gases than international flights and maritime(#7 i [J)shipping combined.

So before you dive into your wallet for some deals, try not to fix only on what you are spending or saving.

Think carefully about what you are buying, too.

32. What is the main reason for the failure of Juntos?

A. It ignored marketing strategies. B. It priced itself relatively high.
C. It lacked a particularly good taste. D. It focused on delight and pleasure.
33. What can be inferred about meaning seekers?
A. They frequent high-end stores. B. They think products extend their lives.
C. They hesitate to make decisions. D. They make more purchases with money.

34. How is Paragraph 4 mainly developed?

A. By giving some examples. B. By listing numbers and data.

C. By explaining reasons. D. By making some comparisons.
35. Which is the most suitable title for the text?

A. Innovation: a Product’s Life B. To Buy or not to Buy

C. Meaning seekers or Quality-pursuers D. Fast Fashion: a Hit to Your Wallet
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We’re always encouraging students to read fiction(/)MJt).

We push them towards the library doors, wave the latest David Walliams bestsellers in their faces and catch
them in the passage suggesting they read the latest novels.

But do we ever point them in the direction of newspaper websites, travel guides or historical reports?

The ability to read and write isn’t just about how often students pick up books; it’s also about the types of
texts they read. And that should mean as much non-fiction as fiction.

This does present challenges, as Doug Lemov said in Reading Reconsidered, “Understanding non-fiction
needs a strong base of knowledge, but reading non-fiction is also one of the primary ways such a base of
knowledge is built.”

This is why we must introduce non-fiction to children from an early age. The more non-fiction young people
read in school, with the guidance of teachers, the more chances they will have to build up a large store of
background knowledge to help them understand more difficult texts later on. To do this, we must give more lesson
time to non-fiction.

Every teacher in every subject also needs to take responsibility for this. Reading has something to do with all
subjects, all of which come with their own reading difficulties. Lemov suggests students should be given the
chance to read more than one text on any given topic. So, when learning about the Battle of Waterloo in history,
why not read some articles about the event? And when studying Dickens in English, why not read it alongside
some parts chosen from his own Sketches by Boz?

For non-fiction to be most helpful for students, it should be as undiluted as possible. Texts should keep their
non-fiction features( ¥ 3 )and difficult words should not be taken away to create a simpler text. In fact,
non-fiction is one of the best ways to make students learn difficult words.

It is also easy to find a huge number of non-fiction texts online. You can even share sources with students.

This is especially important for those students going into higher education.

32. The author raises the question in Paragraph 3 to
A. compare different ideas B. doubt a common practice
C. show the necessity of reading D. question why students read fiction
33. Why should teachers spend more lesson time on non-fiction?
A. To increase students’ understanding. B. To get students to study independently.
C. To find excellent students. D. To make lessons changeable.
34. What does Lemov suggest teachers in every subject do to help students?
A. Teach them to learn from history. B. Help them with reading difficulties.
C. Encourage them to read related articles. D. Sha re stories of famous people with them.
35. What does the underlined word “undiluted” in the last but one paragraph mean?

A. Easy. B. Popular. C. Unexpected. D. Unchanged.
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Seattle’s public school system on Friday filed a lawsuit(ifZ /¥ Jagainst several Big Tech companies, including
Facebook, TikTok, Snapchat and YouTube, claiming( 75 F% )that their platforms have a negative influence on
students’ mental health and the ability of its schools to complete their educational tasks.

The school district, which is the largest in the state of Washington with nearly 50,000 students, claimed that
in order to increase their income, the companies have successfully taken advantage of the vulnerable( % 5% 5 i
ff])brains of youth to lengthen the time users spend on their platforms. The action taken by the platforms has been
a key factor in causing youth mental health problems, which has been marked by more and more youth struggling
with anxiety, depression, thoughts of self-harm and so on.

As is visible( 7 JL[1), students experiencing anxiety, depression, and other mental health problems perform
worse in school, and are less likely to attend school, more likely to take drugs. The district continues to take
additional steps to train teachers and screen students for mental health symptoms( it }k )who may need further
support, but it needs an all-rounded, long-term plan helping with the growing mental health problems.

While a growing number of families have filed lawsuits against social media companies for their negative
influence on the mental health of their children, it’s unusual to see a school district take such a step.

TikTok, which has faced pressure from lawmaker for its potential effect on younger users, announced in July
that it would introduce new ways to filter out(i Ji€ 2 )potentially problematic videos. TikTok also introduced a
tool that aims to help people decide how much time they want to spend on the app. Snapchat, meanwhile, has
introduced a parent guide aimed at online security, making parents more aware of how their teens use the app.
That includes more information about who their kids have been talking to over the last week, without giving
away(illt % )the content of those conversations.

32. Why did Seattle’s public school system filed a lawsuit against several Big Tech companies?

A. Their student’ mental health has been harmed.

B. Their teachers’ teaching ability has been influenced.

C. Their students’ academic performance has been worsened.

D. Their schools’ ability to complete teaching tasks has been blocked.

33. What can we infer about the mental health problems of students in Seattle?
A. They are slight but lasting. B. They are invisible and serious.
C. They are rare but deadly. D. They are various and challenging.
34. What can we conclude from the action taken by TikTok?
A. TikTok has done more harm than good to younger users.
B. TikTok will give away children’s conversations to their parents.
C. TikTok will pay more attention to the online security of young users.
D. TikTok has introduced a parent guide to filter out improper videos.
35. What’s the social media companies’ attitude to dealing with the lawsuit?

A. Positive. B. Negative. C. Unconcerned. D. Ineffective.
[%%132.A 33.B 34.C 35A
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(5 5 ] AR S 8 e il (] BUE SR AU I S0) . 08 1 75 HE R A S22 K R Gi %) Facebook . TikTok
Snapchat A1 YouTube %5 JLEBHL BRI 7 RiR, FAREATT 62X 2242 190 B B i
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gk 3 1 8
3240 R . AR 4 58 — B “Seattle’s public school system on Friday filed a lawsuit(jfZ /¥ )against several Big
Tech companies, including Facebook, TikTok, Snapchat and YouTube, claiming( 7 %K )that their platforms have
a negative influence on students’ mental health and the ability of its schools to complete their educational
tasks. (76 71 B 1) 8 372818 R G2 ] T 45 Facebook, TikTok, Snapchat F1 YouTube 7E N [ )L KRG A
AR IR I, A FRARAT T G 0 2 AR 0 B Ak FRAN 27 A S8 BB AR 55 (e 07 AR SRTEI S e W] S, P HE
HIA SR R G T LR KBRS A m 3R AL YRR 2 R 9 AT B 1 6 0 27 A2 A a0 PRAGE BRI 222 58 iU
1S5 HIRE Sy AR, W0k A T
334 B A Wyt . MR 4 55 — Bt “the companies have successfully taken advantage of the vulnerable( % 5z 5
[¥])brains of youth to lengthen the time users spend on their platforms.The action taken by the platforms has
been a key factor in causing youth mental health problems, which has been marked by more and more youth
struggling with anxiety, depression, thoughts of self-harm and so on.(iX 28 /3 &) s DA H T 45 NGS5 1K
W, SE T HEHAE & BRI (] 1K G BR B AT Bl & 38 BT /DA BR AR R ) R — A S B
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34,4k A W A . AR 4R A S5 — B “TikTok, which has faced pressure from lawmaker for its potential effect on
younger users, announced in July that it would introduce new ways to filter out(i Ji€ ##)potentially problematic
videos. TikTok also introduced a tool that aims to help people decide how much time they want to spend on the
app.(TikTok P H0 4R 52 FH P BT AESZ N T T e SZAEE WIS ), a1 7 HEAn, e 5l NFi) Tk
RLPE SR AT B [ IR . TikTok I 1 —3K TR, BAERE B AATHE AT TARAE RN ] A8 2 /b i
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35,4k 2 K by A . AR 4R A S5 — Bt “TikTok, which has faced pressure from lawmaker for its potential effect on
younger users, announced in July that it would introduce new ways to filter out(iZ Ji€## )potentially problematic
videos. TikTok also introduced a tool that aims to help people decide how much time they want to spend on the
app. Snapchat, meanwhile, has introduced a parent guide aimed at online security, making parents more aware
of how their teens use the app. That includes more information about who their kids have been talking to over
the last week, without giving away(Jltt #% )the content of those conversations.(TikTok [l X 4F 2 H 7 (1178 1E 52
We i T 3Ly B 0, A | T 7 HEAT, BRSBTS P T BE A R AL A, TikTok it
HEH TR, BAEWIAMNTGE MATARLE RN EAEZ i), 5 BEFI, Snapchat #EH 17—k
BAESE M2 2 KRR, IEXKEFREE SR T2 i H M . R aiEE 2 8T
TN X — A SUWERIRIE R, EASFERIZLENER AR, M A AR YRR, SRR
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Li Bai holds a wine cup in his hand, while Du Fu sits in front of a desk, writing poems on the paper in front
of him. It’s not that we have traveled to the past. Modern technology has brought them “back to life”.
The two great poets along with other humanoid robots—robots who look similar to real human beings,

were presented at the World Robot Conference 2023 in late August in Beijing. “The skin is made of medical-grade
bionic silicone(1/j 4= £ /52), which is why the skin looks soft and even the veins(If.’& )can be seen through it,”
CGTN explained in a video about Liaoning-based producer EXBOBOTS.

Researchers are also trying hard to create other features of humans on robots. A US robotics startup
Apptronik brought out its humanoid robot called Apollo on Aug 23. Apollo has around 30 muscles. However,
“humans have around 300 muscles in our bodies,” Nick Paine, the co-founder of the company, told CNN. For now,
engineers can only reduce the number of the muscles, allowing them to do basic movements like holding objects
and walking. “Apollo still has a long way to go,” said Nick.

The robot also contains cameras and sensors in its head, helping it map out a 360-degree view of its
environment. They also help the robot keep balance when walking on uncertain surfaces.

Nowadays, bionic human-like robots mostly work with humans, as tour guides or by helping visitors at front
desks. There are also robots that share the work of nurses, such as handing out medicine. This could be because
people are comfortable living and working with machines that look or act like them. They can “arouse strong
feelings with people,” a US robotics scientist Marc Raibert told New Yorker.

As more humanoid robots come out, safety will be the key, according to the Robot Report website. When a
70-kilogram robot breaks down and falls, humans nearby may be hurt.

32. What do we know about the robots of Li Bai and Du Fu?
A. They are able to compose original poems.B. They can communicate with visitors.
C. They look lifelike in many aspects. D. They can learn from each other.

33. According to the text, what is the disadvantage of the robot Apollo?

A. It cannot perform complex movements.

B. It cannot keep balance on some surfaces.

C. It moves very slowly when holding objects.

D. It lacks the ability to tell directions.

34. Why do some bionic robots mostly work with humans now?

A" They are as clever as humans. B. They understand human needs very well.

C. People feel comfortable with them. D. People see them as trustworthy friends.
35. Why should people be careful around humanoid robots?

A. They can easily break. B. They sometimes become uncontrollable.

C. They might intentionally cause harm. D. They could cause safety risks.
[%%132.C 33.A 34C 35D
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32, 2 W @ . HR 9 SC 5 5 — B “Li Bai holds a wine cup in his hand, while Du Fu sits in front of a desk,
writing poems on the paper in front of him. It’s not that we have traveled to the past.(Z= [1F Bl & WAL,
AL TE SR, 7E At T AT A 48 | 5 ) PL K 38 B “The two great poets, along with other humanoid
robots—robots who look similar to real human beings, were presented at the World Robot Conference 2023 in
late August in Beijing. “The skin is made of medical-grade bionic silicone(f/j 2= # X ), which is why the skin
looks soft and even the veins(Ifl. £ )can be seen through it,” CGTN explained in a video about Liaoning-based
producer EXBOBOTS.(X WA KHIREN, BLRZ AR AHLES NA——K G E N IHLE A—FF 8 HIK
TALBZAT I 2023 AP 8 N K2 Esile “ ReRAE H B2 Y 20 AR Rk e il AT, Xt 2 A4 B
AERARZEER, H & LR BIFEK. 7 CGTN f£— Bk T 72577 EXBOBOTS AL i REE )R] A1,
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33 HEFAWT . HR 4 S B = By “However, “humans have around 300 muscles in our bodies,” Nick Paine, the
co-founder of the company, told CNN. For now, engineers can only reduce the number of the muscles, allowing
them to do basic movements like holding objects and walking. “Apollo still has a long way to go,” said
Nick.(JRTM, %2 w] FIECE A6 N JE 5o - BAE RS2 CNN RV R “ AR N RZH 300 JUILA. ”
EAT, TAEMAT R g LA R B8R, 1B — AR B, ISR TORGER . <Pl P e AR
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34,407 A . AR S EE A B “Nowadays, bionic human-like robots mostly work with humans, as tour guides

or by helping visitors at front desks. There are also robots that share the work of nurses, such as handing out
medicine. This could be because people are comfortable living and working with machines that look or act like

them.(414>, PIAHENEHEANKRZ 5EANE R T, HESFUFEAERT &R . 07 —hlas A7 L
SrRAP i AR, gy R 2. X AT RESE BN A6 5 B R AT Dy G AT B TL A% — e A 0 AN AR K
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35. 40T E A A . AR S EE R — BE“As more humanoid robots come out, safety will be the key, according to the
Robot Report website. When a 70-kilogram robot breaks down and falls, humans nearby may be hurt.(# H 2%
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The findings of Nielsen Book Research’s annual survey show that only 32% of British children under 13 are
read to daily by an adult, for pleasure, down four percentage points on the previous year.

Most parents stop reading to their child by the age of eight, with just 19% of eight to 10-year-olds read to
daily by an adult, across all socio-economic groups, down 3% on last year. Boys were less likely to be read to
daily than girls at 14%, compared with 24%.

Another survey carried out by the National Literacy Trust found that the number of 8-to-18-year-olds reading
for pleasure has now dropped to 52.5%, from 58.8% in 2019, with only a quarter(25.7%)reading daily, compared
with 43% in 2018. The majority of boys and girls in every age group said they preferred screen time to reading.

Publisher Egmont, which co-funded the Nielsen research, said that the decline in parents reading to children
signals a significant threat to children’s well-being. It highlighted a strong relation between older children being
read to, and children choosing to read independently for pleasure; 74%of 8-to-13-year-olds who were read to each
day also read independently, compared with just 29%of those who were read to less than once a week.

Child expert Alison David stressed that a daily story time should be a part of the school day, as normal,
unquestionable and as unchangeable as a lunch break. Ideally, she said, this should run into their teens. “The
Department for Education states that nothing is more important than ensuring every child can read well, and the
way to do this is to introduce a passion for reading for pleasure. This won’t be achieved by guided reading lessons
and tests. Space must be made in the school day for story time,” said David. “Teachers are vastly overburdened by
the curriculum(iR£#£). Unless time is made for stories, it won’t happen for all children every day, which it needs
to—for our children’s futures.”

“Whether your children are dressed up today or not, sit down with them for 10 minutes every day and share a
story,” said Kirsten Grant, director of World Book Day. “We all know how important it is to our children’s health
to give them their ‘five a day’. It’s just as important for their well-being to read with them for ten a day.”

KR, EEREREREI. 17751295132 28



R EREL WWw.yogor.cn 575N K

32. What are the two surveys about?

A. Children’s reading habits. B. Gender differences in book choices.
C. Children’s after-class activities. D. Parent-child relationships.

33. Where can you find the data supporting “children being read to are likely to read by themselves™?
A. In paragraph 1. B. In paragraph 2. C. In paragraph 3. D. In paragraph 4.

34. What did David expect the government to do?
A. Reduce the burden of school teachers.
B. Decrease the number of guided reading tests.
C. Lengthen the lunch break period for children.
D. Make space for reading in the school curriculum.
35. What is the purpose of Grant’s words in the last paragraph?

A. To entertain. B. To advertise. C. To persuade. D. To defend.
[#%4%132.A 33D 34D 35C
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R SE) X2 RS SCEEENHE TP T LE B B I8 & DL U T i s R
3290715 B . AR PE 55 — Bt “The findings of Nielsen Book Research’s annual survey show that only 32% of
British children under 13 are read to daily by an adult, for pleasure, down four percentage points on the
previous year.(JE /K £k BT T~ ml MR L B A R o, R 32%01 13 % LU I 9e [ L2 AR R H s
N, PR SRER, LLET—4E R T 4 /NE 9 05)7 BLE SR = Bi““Another survey carried out by the National
Literacy Trust found that the number of 8-to-18-year-olds reading for pleasure has now dropped to 52.5%, from
58.8% in 2019, with only a quarter(25.7%)reading daily, compared with 43% in 2018.(%: [H E X HE Gt S
ZHATI S — TR AR, 8 5 18 K HYTT A4, O 1 IH I8 1M el 352 A9 N0 2019 4[] 58.8% 4 £ 52.5%,
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33 HEEL AW @, AR P 2 DU Bt “Publisher Egmont, which co-funded the Nielsen research, said that the decline in
parents reading to children signals a significant threat to children’s well-being. It highlighted a strong relation
between older children being read to, and children choosing to read independently for pleasure; 74%of
8-to-13-year-olds who were read to each day also read independently, compared with just 29%of those who
were read to less than once a week. (32 4% 52 7 i i & JE /R BRI S SL R BT 8 7, A sl RoR, ARG
T A PR A %7 R R B . BRI T AR ORI £ T B B A ST R B T 2
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3440775 PR . AR FE 3 H05E — BL“Space must be made in the school day for story time(7E 2% (1) H 7 B4 25
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35 HERE AW . MR A J5 — Bt ““Whether your children are dressed up today or not, sit down with them for 10
minutes every day and share a story,” said Kirsten Grant, director of World Book Day. “We all know how
important it is to our children’s health to give them their ‘five a day’. It’s just as important for their well-being
to read with them for ten a day.”(“NERKIZ T4 K& Ty, BRMBATAL TR 10 708, 5=
g, S H AT ARURET R A 22 CIRATEAE S AT R BT £
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At first, they sounded distant, as if they were around a phone in a prison. But as we chatted, they slowly
started to sound more like themselves. They told me personal stories I’d never heard. I learned about the first time
my dad got drunk. Mum talked about getting in trouble for staying out late. They gave me life advice and told me
things about their childhoods, as well as my own. It was amazing. For a moment I forgot I wasn’t really talking to
my parents at all, but to their digital copies.
This Mum and Dad live inside an app on my phone as voice assistants created by the company HereAfter Al.
The company’s goal is to let the living communicate with the dead. Technology like this, which lets you “talk” to
people who have died, has been a mainstay of science fiction for decades. But now it’s becoming a reality, thanks
to advances in Al and voice technology. I wanted to test out what it might be like.
My real, flesh-and-blood parents are still alive and well; their virtual versions(iz U, fix )were made just to help
me understand the technology. But their digital copies offer a glimpse at a world where it’s possible to have
conversations with loved ones long after they’re gone. From what I could know over a dozen conversations with
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my virtual parents, this really will make it easier to keep the people we loved close. It’s not hard to see the
attraction. People might turn to digital copies for comfort, or to mark special occasions like anniversaries.

But for some, this tech may be alarming or frightening. When I talked to friends about this article, some of
them just went away. There’s a common, deeply held belief that we shouldn’t mess with death.

But I’'m only human, and that worry ends up being washed away by the even scarier possibility of losing the
people I love. If technology might help me hang onto them, is it so wrong to try?
32. Why does the writer describe “the talk” in paragraph 1?

A. To present his opinion. B. To create a warm scene.

C. To introduce the topic of the text D. To add some background information.
33. What can we learn about the technology mentioned?

A. It allows users to live on an app. B. It leads users to lose their friends.

C. It is invented by a science fiction writer. D. It offers a link between the dead and the living.
34. What is the writer’s attitude towards the technology?

A. Supportive. B. Unclear. C. Objective. D. Doubtful.
35. Which of the following is a suitable title for the text?
A. Your can talk to your parents. B. Parents appear on your phone.

C. Al means never having to say goodbye. D. A breakthrough in Al may benefit you.
[%%132.C 33D 34A 35C
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324 B WA . A HE 2 — Bt P “For a moment I forgot I wasn’t really talking to my parents at all, but to their
digital copies.”(A A —Z, B 7 FILLRAA ALY, 2 LA IATT I L7 = 1 )
PL A 55 — Bt #“This Mum and Dad live inside an app on my phone as voice assistants created by the company
HereAfter AL”(X N E &G AEFERTFI LM —MNHFET B, & —FK 44 HereAfter Al /4 7 K
BT AHER, VEFE AL —BUMR “RIE” RN T AT T, #dk C I

33400715 B fF . AR HE ZH — Bt “This Mum and Dad live inside an app on my phone as voice assistants created by
the company HereAfter Al. The company’s goal is to let the living communicate with the dead. Technology like
this, which lets you “talk” to people who have died, has been a mainstay of science fiction for decades. But now
it’s becoming a reality, thanks to advances in Al and voice technology.”(iX ™€ & (5 @A VHE R FHL B —4
RFER B, & —Z 4N HereAfter Al AR R EE R IIT . 12270 HiRgiEAE 5E . B
R, TR RASER N SEHR?, JUH R —ERB LN EEANR . HIE, BT ATHE
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34 HEEE KT @, HPE 55 = BE “From what I could know over a dozen conversations with my virtual parents, this
really will make it easier to keep the people we loved close. It’s not hard to see the attraction.”( AT 5
B LN R E, AR SERATE R 5 5A 2 B NREFERE . AR e RG] )R fE
— EX“But I’'m only human, and that worry ends up being washed away by the even scarier possibility of losing
the people I love. If technology might help me hang onto them, is it so wrong to try?”({HF R & LA, XFp4H
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35. B OREE . MR SCE KR LA S — BT “This Mum and Dad live inside an app on my phone as voice
assistants created by the company HereAfter Al . The company’s goal is to let the living communicate with the
dead. Technology like this, which lets you “talk” to people who have died, has been a mainstay of science
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Tokyo, with around 37 million people calling it their home, is the world’s most populated city which means it
has the most people living in it. About 120 million people in total live in the country of Japan, which means that
nearly a third of the country lives in one area.

The Japanese government is offering money to families to move away from the city Tokyo. The scheme( /5
Z%)aims to encourage young people to move to less popular villages and towns around the edge s of the city. The
scheme has been running for the last three years, but the government has recently announced that it is increasing
the amount of money it is offering to 1 million yen per child. To be able to claim the money, however, families
must move outside the greater Tokyo area, live in their new homes for at least five years and one person must be
in work or plan to open a new business.

Japanese officials hope that the offer will encourage families with children aged up to 18 to bring life to
villages. This will help ease some of the pressure on space and public services in the center of Tokyo. They hope
around 10,000 people will move from Tokyo to the countryside around it by 2027.

There is, in fact, a growing trend of young Tokyo-dwellers(f& [&)who want to leave behind urban life in the
city to move to smaller, cheaper, and quieter parts of Japan. The small ski town of Niseko in Hokkaido is also
enjoying a small increase in population, thanks to an explosion of interest overseas in Japan’s ski slopes. But with
Japan’s vast government bureaucracy, its top schools, as well as companies all concentrated in Tokyo, escaping
the capital looks set to remain a day dream for most.

32. What problem is Tokyo involved in at present?

A. Tough business environment. B. A lack of foreign tourists.
C. Atoo large population. D. High housing costs.
33. Why is the government improving the previous scheme?
A. To help poor families go to cities. B. To let children receive better education.

C. To urge the youth to leave their families. D. To encourage more people to leave Tokyo.
34. What can be expected of the population migration project?

A. It might be a failure. B. It will be a growing trend.

C. It will bring success to businesses. D. It will benefit government sectors.
35. Which is the most suitable title for the text?

A. Tokyo is an attractive city B. Tokyo has too many cars

C. Japan pays to solve a population issue ~ D. Japan faces the problem of low birth rate
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For many years, a great number of scientists have accepted the idea that dinosaurs were killed by an
asteroid(#/M7T &), but another idea is now gaining attention. New research suggests that big volcanic eruptions(:X.
LLIi & )may have contributed to the end of dinosaurs.

About 66 million years ago, an asteroid hit the earth. The impact caused earthquakes and tsunamis(very large
sea wave). Many scientists believe this allowed about 75% of all plants and animals on the earth to die off,
including dinosaurs.

Now researchers from Dartmouth College in New Hampshire believe that the asteroid alone did not cause the
mass extinction( K i )but that volcanoes may also have played a part. A team of scientists were studying the
Deccan Plateau, a large mountainous area in southern India. They found signs of volcanic rock shaped into forms
called basalt floods. Volcanic rocks are formed when a volcano erupts and sends out lava (5 7€), which then cools
and becomes solid. Basalt floods are formed when either several small eruptions or one extremely large eruption
floods huge areas of land with lava. These eruptions can block out the sun with ash( ‘K 111 Z%), stop plants from
growing, and kill off animals’ food supplies.

The scientists discovered that the basalt rocks formed at the time dinosaurs died out. This is a strong clue that
a huge volcanic eruption could have contributed to the death of dinosaurs. The team called the eruption and
asteroid a double-punch, which had dinosaurs wiped out from the planet completely.

There have been several mass extinctions, including the one that killed dinosaurs. Some of the other
extinctions were caused by volcanoes, which supports the new idea that a volcano could have been involved in
this one. Brenhin Keller said it is difficult to be sure which volcanic eruption caused which mass extinction. But,
Keller said, “The results make it hard to pay no attention to the role of volcanism in extinction.”

32. According to new research, what may contribute to the extinction of dinosaurs?

A. Earthquakes.  B. Volcanic eruptions. C. Tsunamis. D. Asteroid impacts.
33. What does the third paragraph focus on?

A. Why volcanic rocks are formed. B. When dinosaurs became extinct.

C. Where volcanic eruptions happen. D. How volcanoes killed dinosaurs.

34. Which strongly proved the new finding of dinosaur extinction?
A. One extremely large volcano erupted with lava.
B. Dinosaurs died out when basalt rocks formed.
C. Volcano lava and ash were harmful to dinosaurs.
D. Many asteroids hit the earth 66 million years ago.
35. What is Keller’s attitude towards the new finding?

A. Supportive. B. Doubtful. C. Unclear. D. Negative.
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United Kingdom’s Go Below offers adventure-packed cave tours in North Wales. But what made the
company world-famous is the hotel set 419 meters below the ground level in a waste mine(§ ).

The entrance of the old waste mine is a 45-minute walk into the mountains. That’s before you can enter the
deep caves. After putting on the safety helmet, miner’s lamp, harness( % 4= 7 ), and shoes not allowing water to
enter, you are ready to enter the underground world.

Although the improved way is much safer than before, it still takes an hour to reach the underground hotel.
The impressive underground world has many huge natural caves. Along the way, you can see the remains of this
19th-century mine—old mine cars, broken tracks, and bridges.

Across the mine, cables in the air connect parts to get you safely, and really fast, from one side to the other.
The exciting zip lines(¥H & )glide over lakes and black deep holes so deep that you can barely see the bottom.
During your journey, you will also see water or drink bottles of workers at that time.

Once you arrive at the camping base, you are welcomed with a hot drink. Then, the team provides you with a
meal which can be vegetarian(Z & [ )upon request.

When you are finished with the food and chat at the picnic table, you can go back to your comfortable room
and enjoy the deepest sleep you have ever experienced. The beds have thick quilts to keep you warm, as the
temperature here is only 10°Celsius.

The underground hotel opens the door only once per week on Saturday nights. Depending on your taste, you
can choose to sleep in a small wooden house or a ca ve with rocks and the soft light of the candles around you.

The morning starts with a wake-up call at 8 am, and after a quick breakfast, the staff will guide you back to
the surface, so you can go and tell your friends and family that you slept in the world’s deepest hotel!

32. What do visitors need to do before entering the underground world?

A. Get climbing training. B. Have a health examination.
C. Wear protective equipment. D. Learn the history of the mine.
33. What can you expect to see in the underground world?
A. Ancient wall paintings. B. Different plants and wildlife.
C. Underground rivers and waterfalls. D. Old mine cars, broken tracks, and bridges.
34. What can we learn about the meal at this hotel?
A. It respects different eating habits. B. It involves local specialities.
C. It is to everyone’s taste. D. It is vegetable-based.
35. When can visitors stay at the hotel?
A. Every day except Saturday. B. Only at weekends.
C. Only on Sunday nights. D. Only during weekdays.
[%%132.C 33.D 34A 35B
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The color of the ocean has changed greatly over the last 20 years and human-caused climate change is
probably responsible, according to a new study.

More than 56% of the world’s oceans have changed color, and this cannot be explained by natural changes,
said a team of researchers. Tropical( #4477 ] Joceans close to the equator especially have become greener in the
past two decades, reflecting changes in their ecosystems.

The color of the ocean is derived from the materials found in its upper layers. For example, a deep blue sea
will have very little life in it, while a green color means there are ecosystems there. The ecosystems are based on
plant-like small living things which include chlorophyll(' £¢ % ). The living things form the base of a food web
which supports larger creatures such as fish, seabirds and some other sea animals.

It’s not clear exactly how these ecosystems are changing, said study author Stephanie Dutkiewicz. Ocean
ecosystems are finely balanced and any change in the small living things will influence the food chain. “All
changes are causing an imbalance in the natural organization of ecosystems. Such imbalance will only get worse
over time if our oceans keep heating,’she said. It will also affect the ocean’s ability to act as a store of carbon(fik),
Dutkiewicz said, as different living things take in different amounts of carbon.

The researchers are still working to find out exactly what the changes mean. However, what is clear, they
said, is that the changes are being driven by human-caused climate change.

The researchers checked changes in ocean color from space by following how much greenor blue light was
reflected from the surface of the sea. They studied the changes in color from 2002 to 2022. And then they used
climate change models to see what would happen to the oceans both with additional( &l 4 [/] )planet-heating
pollution and without.

The color changes matched almost exactly what Dutkiewicz said would happen if greenhouse gases were
added to the atmosphere—around 50% of our oceans would change color.

32. Which areas of the ocean have shown the greatest color change?

A. Deep-sea areas with little life. B. Oceans with lower temperatures.

C. Coastal areas close to large cities. D. Tropical oceans near the equator.
33. What does the underlined “is derived from” in para.3 mean?

A. Is reflected in something. B. Comes from something.

C. Influences something. D. Creates something.

34. How can the changes in ecosystems influence oceans?
A. They keep the balance among different living things.
B. They reduce the ocean’s ability to store carbon.
C. They improve the health of large sea animals.
D. They make oceans support more life.
35. What did the researchers use climate change models for?
A. To support space exploration.
B. To find the sources of greenhouse gases.
C. To show future ocean temperature changes.
D. To study the influence of planet-heating pollution.
[%4%132.D 33.B 34B 35D
[ftr]
(i S ] AR UG ARSI I UR SR A S O A 25 R AE TIR KA, X
EYFR T B SA TR B T A

3240 A . MR 2R B “Tropical(#4if [f])oceans close to the equator especially have become greener in the
past two decades, reflecting changes in their ecosystems.” (5 1) /& 5E T 7R 18 ) A e e i & —HE RS
Enggt, K7 HAS RGN R, JRE T A i AR B O, ik D.

33,98 SOSE I . AR 3 55 = Bt “For example, a deep blue sea will have very little life in it, while a green color
means there are ecosystems there. The ecosystems are based on plant-like small living things which include
chlorophyll(" £k %). The living things form the base of a food web which supports larger creatures such as fish,
seabirds and some other sea animals.”(# W1, R CIHGEER TP A £, martlEmE Tl EE4AS
RS0, ABRG VYR N ARG, b afEmaR . XA T R, ey
SCRPAE I M S A A — S RS M) S R AR R RN, TR AR, ERE TR A RS RS,
SAEHER) LR WIS RSB ), iR AR, T LU RN ESR B TR BRI
VI, s derived from”®x “SRET” , Mk B.

34. 410775 B AF 1. AR B 25 DY Bt “It will also affect the ocean’s ability to act as a store of carbon(fi), Dutkiewicz said,
as different living things take in different amounts of carbon.”(Dutkiewicz ¥, Xt 252 WaEFEAE ABR fifi 7711

R, BERERAEE. 17751295132 34



RERIEN www.yogor.cn 575 NK
Be 1, DRORASIE B AR AS R B BB T R0, 2B S RGBS IR S5 P i ié A7 I RE T, 0%k B.

35 HERL AT @, AR 2L B “And then they used climate change models to see what would happen to the oceans
both with additional(%Ji#F ] )planet-heating pollution and without.”(#8 i , At Al A5 FH A5 AR A0 A5 Y SR 52 i 2
FEA FA M BRI FTG G A 15 e IGO0 2 KA 2) Al 50, w58 E A 1A AU BB 2 o8 T 99T
HUBR NG GRS , ik Do

09

Scientists in Europe have discovered that magpies(E #%)and crows(2f%)are using an unusual material to
build their nests(5)— spikes(Ffi 4] )designed to keep birds away from buildings. The birds appear to be taking
away the spikes from buildings and adding them to their own nests.

Auke-Florian Hiemstra is a Dutch scientist who studies how wild animals use materials made by humans. He
has seen nests that include some pretty unusual materials—things like plastic flowers, sunglasses and even fishing
lines. Mr Hiemstra thinks that in large cities, it’s hard to find suitable materials to make nests, so birds build nests
with whatever materials they can find.

Someone at a hospital in Antwerp, Belgium sent Mr Hiemstra a picture of a magpie nest. He never expected
spikes could be used by magpies to build their nests. The top of the nest had thin spikes sticking out all over. The
spikes were “anti-bird spikes”. They are usually placed on buildings to prevent birds from landing. But this time,
the birds had used the spikes to make a nest.

Magpies and crows are known for being clever. The two kinds of birds are related, and are famous for being
able to solve challenging problems. But the birds didn’t use the spikes in exactly the same ways. The crows used
the spikes on the inside of their nests to help make the nests stronger. Magpies have to worry about other birds,
including crows, stealing their eggs. They appeared to use the spikes like humans do-putting them on top of their
nests to keep other birds from landing.

Mr Hiemstra said, “We learned about several other nests in Europe that also used anti-bird spikes. What’s
more, there are probably more nests out there that are built with anti-bird spikes. They just haven’t been found

yet.”
32. Why do birds use unusual materials according to Mr Hiemstra?
A. They make their nests unique. B. They provide better protection.
C. They can be found easily. D. They are much stronger.
33. How did Mr Hiemstra feel when seeing the picture?
A. Worried. B. Surprised. C. Satisfied. D. Confused.

34. What is the purpose of paragraph 4?
A. To introduce the right ways to use spikes.
B. To show magpies are much cleverer than crows.
C. To explain crows and magpies can learn from humans.
D. To tell us crows and magpies use spikes in different ways.
35. What do Mr Hiemstra’s words in the last paragraph show?
A. Birds in Europe first started to use anti-bird spikes to build nests.
B. Humans need to learn more about birds’ way of building nests.
C. It’s more difficult for birds to find suitable building materials.
D. Anti-bird spikes may be used more widely to build nests.
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A surprising discovery was reported by a team of South Korean researchers in late July. They said that they
had created LK-99, a superconductor(i# ‘3 {4<)that works at room temperatures and normal pressure levels.

When electricity travels through wires( B k), it loses some energy and heats up along the way because of
resistance( . [H). Superconductors can let electricity flow through without any resistance. However, according to
Science Daily, they usually only work at very low temperatures, around -200°C. It makes them difficult to produce
and use.

After the team’s report, LK-99 became the center of discussion. Scientists around the world began to copy
the steps. However, as of mid-August, researchers had published several new reports showing that LK-99 is not a
superconductor at room temperature. It was rather a magnetic material that has some characteristics of
superconductors, said The New York Times.

Early in March, US scientists also said they had created such material, but the research is still waiting to be
proved. Why have superconductors been a key focus of world science?

It could make the energy systems more efficient. Currently, around 8 to 15 percent of electricity is lost
between the generator( /% Fi ¥} )and the user, according to China’s CHINT Group, a leading new energy company
with a global presence. Superconductors ensure that the loss will be no more. Each wire can carry much more
electricity. ”The electricity prices for everyone may be reduced to one-tenth of the current prices, Xu Qingjin at
the Chinese Academy of Sciences told China Daily.

With superconductors, smartphones can be charged in a very short time, maybe just seconds. Electronic cars
can travel longer distances, and drivers don’t need to worry about running out of electricity in the middle of their
trip. Since superconductors don’t heat up, the power grid( F, ¥ )will be safer. We can have thinner phones and
laptops because fans won’t be needed to cool them.

“The development of all future technology needs the support of energy,” wrote Zhou Hongyi, founder of 360
Security Group. “The problem of energy should be considered first, rather than just creating better technology.”
32. What normally makes superconductors hard to use?

A. Their working temperature. B. Their limited availability.
C. Their zero resistance. D. Their high cost.
33. What did researchers discover about LK-99 by mid-August?
A. It is a confirmed superconductor. B. It turned out to be a magnetic material.

C. It has no potential for superconductivity. D. Its superconductivity is still not certain.
34. What do paragraphs 5 and 6 mainly talk about?
A. Current electricity shortages. B. Progress in energy technology.
C. Benefits of using superconductors. D. Difficulties in developing superconductors.
35. What does Zhou think of the development of technology?
A. People should spare no effort to achieve it.
B. It requires support from various aspects.
C. It will help solve energy issues eventually.
D. It should come after solving energy problems.
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Hik) RUjm &R, BN ANMEMN TR SR B i 15 2 —)” LS 7S B “With superconductors,
smartphones can be charged in a very short time, maybe just seconds. Electronic cars can travel longer
distances, and drivers don’t need to worry about running out of electricity in the middle of their trip. Since
superconductors don’t heat up, the power grid( H ¥ )will be safer. We can have thinner phones and laptops
because fans won’t be needed to cool them.(H 1 i34k, R REFHLAT LAAEARF BT 0] N 78 i, 1 R
JURPBH . MLENVRAE AT DMT BB R, mALA R OAERE P RS ). BT R ARA S K, BN
KRNz 4. JATAT LLAIA SE B AL EIC A R, BRI AT Z R J e ) /A, 5 5 BONE
6 Bt L E Y 7 AT SIRRIFAL, #uk C.

354071 B f# . M4 B )5 — Bt “The problem of energy should be considered first, rather than just creating better
technology. (I 56 M 1% RS & REVR IF) @, 10 AN Ui BE A HIEAR) W0, AR K e L% AE
fr R ReIR R L 5, Wik Do
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To snack or not to snack? That is the question for doctors and for you, as you try to decide what to do about
your hungry stomach when it’s nowhere close to mealtime. The short answer is: [ have the snack.

Can snacking help you drop a few pounds? Yes. A smart snack can prevent the kind of unhealthy over-eating
that comes from extreme hunger. “Your body is always talking to you—you just have to listen,” said medicine
specialist Robert Graham. “So if you’re starting to feel a bit hungry, don’t wait.” But you can’t grab any old snack.
Chips and cookies boost your blood sugar quickly, which leads to the sugar crash. Instead, try nuts and fruits.

Snacking is a way to add a variety of nutrients(& 7% )to your diet. Maya Feller, a registered dietitian
nutritionist, says you can’t go wrong with a handful of mixed nuts, which can help your heart. Snacking on
protein-rich foods helps to keep your muscle strong and staminal. The body can absorb only a limited amount of
protein per meal, so distributing protein throughout the day via snacking can maximize protein intake.

If you’ve ever been unhappy with someone when you were hungry, you know that food can influence your
mood. Snacking helps you avoid that position, resulting in fewer mood swings and better focus. Some studies
have shown that healthy snacking may also improve memory and cognitive performance and help with mental
health issues such as anxiety and depression. If you wait too long to eat between meals, your body thinks it’s
starving and releases the stress hormone to remind you, which can produce negative moods. In addition to
drinking water, snacking on fresh fruits can help your brain.

There are different ways to go about(4b#H)this whole snacking things. Choose a healthy, filling option in an
appropriate size, and the benefits don’t stop at weight loss and improved health; your general approach to life
might be affected. When you snack mindfully, it’s easier to take a deep breath, focus on exactly what you’re eating
at that moment, and enjoy the day around you too.

32. How does the author develop the second paragraph?

A. By listing numbers. B. By using metaphor.
C. By using parallel structures. D. By giving examples.
33. What is closest in meaning to “staminal” in paragraph 3 ?
A. Extreme. B. Stressed. C. Material. D. Energetic.

34. What can be inferred from the passage?

A. We should have the snack instead of main meals.

B. Nuts and fruits may contribute to gaining weight.

C. Good snack can help people lose weight and improve health.

D. Snacking on cookies and chips can help with depression and anxiety.
35. In which column of a magazine can you most probably find this article?
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A. Fitness. B. Historical stories.

C. Culture and customs. D. Traffic and holidays.
[%4%132.D 33.D 34.C 35A
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32 MBI WA . R 55 — Bt HH “A smart snack can prevent the kind of unhealthy over-eating that comes from
extreme hunger. ‘Your body is always talking to you—you just have to listen,” said medicine specialist Robert
Graham. ‘So if you’re starting to feel a bit hungry, don’t wait.” (¥ BH 112 & 7] LB 15 B A% FE 4Lk iy 5 200
AMERREI R IRE S — BRI — IR A 75 Z W . B2 7% %X Robert Graham #i: FT LA,
WRARF G EBA S T, ANELE, °) Pl “But you can’t grab any old snack. Chips and cookies boost your
blood sugar quickly, which leads to the sugar crash. Instead, try nuts and fruits.((H/R AN BEREME Z S E R . EH
ADFF 2R IR SR A RE, AT BB 5t . A, IR SRR A /T N, 56 Bkl B K
PIERIESE R A ml DURIE, it 2 Sk Ul ik 32 &, I DUARBGR @ 2550 1 R P AUR ), i
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33, S AE WA . AR # AR 28 35 BT 7E A1) “Snacking on protein-rich foods helps to keep your muscle strong
and staminal.("z & ¥ &5 51 10 & WA BT OR 7 /% B9 LA 58 H: A1 staminal) 1 [ “keep your muscle strong
and” B A& X 28 17] '~ SC“The body can absorb only a limited amount of protein per meal, so distributing protein
throughout the day via snacking can maximize protein intake.(\ARRE R GERICA R & A5, i@ =
BAE— R B A BT AT UK IR B8 i 2 3 BB N BRI AN, e AR A B e AR AL
staminal 5 strong JFHIME TR, #a& BRI S )] ; B ATHERT, staminal 5 D 1% 5 Energetic & /&
AT, Fox “REIRIERT, MUk D.

34 HEFEFIWT R, HR g 2 — Bt P “Can snacking help you drop a few pounds? Yes. A smart snack can prevent the
kind of unhealthy over-eating that comes from extreme hunger.("zZ % & B8 5 /R Rl ds ) L5152 2110, BEEHIZE
AT LLRT ik BT B P LR T 3 B A B IR B R )7 5 = B “Snacking is a way to add a variety of
nutrients(& 77 )to your diet.(F2 & 2 fE IR & N 2 Flog 77 10— Fh J7 ) Fl i 5 — Bt “Choose a healthy,
filling option in an appropriate size, and the benefits don't stop at weight loss and improved health(i% & — >t
FRH, B RN, SEARM TSRS, BRI AR IS AT () AT R, R A AT
TRAE I i Be, ik C.

35 FEFEL AT @ AR Y A LN A, 456 )5 — BtH“Choose a healthy, filling option in an appropriate size, and the
benefits don’t stop at weight loss and improved health; your general approach to life might be affected.(i%£#—
AMERRET, AN, MR TR E R, BRI AL AR AN SRR R AR SR AR 7 AT R
SR B AL, SCE EEVBA R Uk B AMUGR AL BEEERE, IE e g e, dik
HERNSCE LA B 2R B RS 4, ok A
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Do you have a younger brother? Does he always get in trouble? Well, there might be some science behind
that.

According to a report from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, second-borns are more likely than
first-borns to behave badly, which could be why you from time to time consider your younger brother or sister
sprites.

Researchers, who explored data from tens of thousands of sibling( ¢, 55 4H 4k ))pairs from Denmark and Florida,
found second-borns are 20% to 40% more likely to have behavioral problems. If you’re the second-born child you
may want to have a little chat with your parents. The reason why second-born siblings may be worse behaved than
first-born is that parents tend to pay less attention to them.

“Second-born children tend to have less attention from the mother than their older siblings because first-born
children experience their mother’s maternity leave(7*{E). First-borns enjoy the rewards of not only their own time
with Mum following their birth, but the time Mum takes off with younger siblings, too.” the authors explain.

It’s not just about the parents, however. Speaking to NRP, co-author Joseph Doyle said, “The first-born has
role models, who are adults. And the second, later-born children have role models who are slightly unreasonable
2-year-olds, you know, their older siblings. The difference of parental investments and the sibling influences
probably contribute to these differences we see in the labor market and what we find in behaviors against
regulations, even against laws. It’s just very difficult to separate those two things because they happen at the same
time”

The results, the authors argue, have an important effect on social policy.

32. What does the underlined word “sprites” in Paragraph 2 probably mean?
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A. Losers B. Troublemakers C. Close companions  D. Parents’ pets
33. According to the report, what influences the second-born children’s behavior?
A. Challenges of their elder siblings
B. The amount of attention they receive from parents
C. More family problems they are faced with
D. Fewer chances of talking with others
34. Joseph Doyle holds the opinion that the older siblings
A. have the same role models as their younger ones
B. are not to blame for their younger siblings’ failure
C. are partly responsible for their younger siblings’ problems
D. affect the parental investment and the labor market participation
35. Which of the following can be the best title for the text?
A. Parents Prefer First-Born Kids B. How Parents Improve Family Relationships
C. Social Policy Guides Family Education D. Why the Second-Born Tend to be Misbehaved
[%4%132.B 33.B 34.C 35D
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3215 SUSE I @ . AR $ 25 — Bt second-borns are more likely than first-borns to behave badly & — Lt K H AT
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33.400775 B @ . A H5 55 — BL ' The reason why second-born siblings may be worse behaved than first-born is that
parents tend to pay less attention to them. 5% — ify /) bt 55 4HL ok EE 58 — i3 1 2 I 5 22 1) JE IR e AR BRAE AR AN R 5K
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34 HEF AW S, MRPE (I EE — B P The first-born has role models, who are adults. And the second, later-born
children have role models who are slightly unreasonable 2-year-olds, you know, their older siblings. & —~¥%
T H ORISR, Mf1# R E N B, WM AR T, MRS A SR () LA
K2 B W&, IRAGE, SUSAMTH R B . bR, 29855538 K0, AR 1 Ol 205 ZH R 0] Atk
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35. B REM. #ifE5E— B+ Do you have a younger brother? Does he always get in trouble? Well, there might
be some science behind that. /RG220 2 fih BZ A FRGIND ? WA, X G rlAefs — ekl iE s, PSR —
Bt According to a report from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, second-borns are more likely than
first-borns to behave badly HR#f FR 4 F T 7B () — ik &, 2 L KA REAT A G. ATHE1, A
BURMIE IR 0 T A4 IR, B A S s A 82 IR T D “ A5 RN
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The kitchen is not just where we prepare meals. In many places, the kitchen is the heart of the home. It’s
where we connect with our family and friends. We have open talks about our pleasures and problems we met
during the day while we make dinner or have a bite to eat. So, it can be a very busy room in the house.

Sometimes you need order in the kitchen for things to run smoothly. And sometimes you need one person to
be in charge. Imagine you are cooking dinner for your friends. As you are making the soup, your friend Sara tastes
it and says, “This needs more salt.” So, she adds more salt. Harlan comes to taste your soup and throws some
fresh black pepper into the pot and some dried herbs. Cecilia tastes the soup and pours in some vinegar. What will
the soup be like?

You are happy to spend time with your friends. But, quite frankly, all their opinions about your soup are
becoming annoying. Worst of all, you taste the soup and it’s awful! And that is where we get the expression “too
many cooks spoil the soup”.

This expression describes an age-old problem: If too many people help to complete a task, it may not go very
well. But, you may think, “If many people are trying to get something done, the task will get done faster.” After all,
American English also has the expression “many hands make light work”.

To answer that point, I will draw your attention to the word “cook”. Now, the cook is the leader in the kitchen.
They may have assistants to help them. But the cook has the final say. So, what if a kitchen has many cooks? Who
is the leader? Everyone! And that’s where the trouble comes.

32. What does the author think of the kitchen according to the first paragraph?

A. It is crowded in many houses. B. It is where we feed our body and soul.

C. It helps to brighten up people’s day. D. It serves as the most useful place in a home.
33. Why does the author take “your friends” as an example?
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A. To describe a common phenomenon(¥ %).
B. To vividly introduce a saying.
C. To explain a way to be a good cook.
D. To stress the importance of teamwork.
34. Which situation agrees with “too many cooks spoil the soup”?
A. A group of students get a task done together.
B. Some volunteers discuss how to help others.
C. Five designers want their own idea to be accepted.
D. Many retired workers learn how to be a cook.
35. Which of the following is the best title for the text?
A. What Happens with Too Many Cooks in the Kitchen?
B. Should a Cook Be Open to Suggestions?
C. What Could a Cook Do to Everyone’s Satisfaction?
D. Why Will Too Many Cooks Work in the Kitchen?
[%%132.B  33.B  34.C 35.A
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[ER 1] ASCh—RU . S0 F 20l 5 BRI 54 7 21 “too many cooks spoil the soup( A
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324015 ERAA . MR SCE B — B “It’s where we connect with our family and friends. We have open talks about
our pleasures and problems we met during the day while we make dinner or have a bite to eat. So, it can be a
very busy room in the house.(1X & A1 15 Z AR A R A7 o RIS AT E R IE S 1)
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33 MEREFIWT . M PE S SE B “As you are making the soup, your friend Sara tastes it and says, “This needs
more salt.” So, she adds more salt. Harlan comes to taste your soup and throws some fresh black pepper into the
pot and some dried herbs. Cecilia tastes the soup and pours in some vinegar. What will the soup be like?(*4 /i
TEMZNT, RAIRAA Sara 22 7 — &, Ui: “TEMINAER". B, Mo 7 —Le4:. Harlan k% 7 —F,
T — L BRTHUN 2 2545 BT . Cecilia 22—, N7 — 4805 . G AT ARETWE? )" HI 58 = Bt “Worst
of all, you taste the soup and it’s awful! And that is where we get the expression “too many cooks spoil the
soup”.(lRCREAEIAZ, RS2 T —F, W3RN 7! JATH R NXBISH T “AZRizHE” X—J1H)”
R, AREAESE T BohiiE T M, BB TR 20, WS ARSI TN T 51 X

34, HE B R W @ . AR ¥E SC FE 55 = B “But, quite frankly, all their opinions about your soup are becoming
annoying.(fH72, HE UL, WhATZE H 15 TURI B & W2 151R 00) Fl 8 J5 — Bt “So, what if a kitchen has
many cooks? Who is the leader? Everyone! And that’s where the trouble comes. (& it , W —ANEf 5 H 1R £ 5
JEAIPE? YERYT? B AHGE ! X B2 B TR ) W R, 22 AL 3 B ARRE A 14
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35.F B REE. MR4E S H 5 —B“So, what if a kitchen has many cooks? Who is the leader? Everyone! And
that’s where the trouble comes.(Fl I, R —NEEHIRZ HITE /e ? AWM F? 4 N2 ! Xt
SR IR R BT AE (R 7 ) Rl A, SC RIS B By LR 2 A E Y5t S, /4] T 2115 “too many cooks spoil
the soup( A\ SR F) R Lo #le A T “ s EHIR 2 KA A7 7 FFEASChni, %k A.
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Melanie Guttmann, co-founder of LG, a German climate(“<{% )group, once spent six days in prison after
being arrested during a public gathering against “new normal”. She tells me that she just wanted to have a
peaceful life, spend some time with the people she loved and start a family. But finally, she says, she’d be willing
to be in prison even longer if it might make a difference. “I started to realize that no matter whether I’m in prison
or not, [ will never have those things.”

I have been turning over her words for what happened later. Vermont experienced storms last week, causing
floods and resulting in deaths. An extreme heat brought the number of people in one Phoenix emergency room to
levels never seen since the COVID-19 pandemic. The ocean water around the Florida Keys reached a temperature
of over 90°F, seriously endangering coral reefs.

Many well-meant statesmen mention what’s happening as “new normal”. It’s meant, of course, to point out
the long-term effects of putting large amounts of greenhouse gases into air. But the phrase of “new normal”, to me,
also has the suggestion that now, at least, is “normal,” as if we’ve been riding a lift of global(4=Ek[#])temperature
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rise, and just arrived at the top floor. “It surely is hot up here at the new normal, but good thing is that it won’t get
any worse.”

Unfortunately, though, it will. The changes we are experiencing are only quickening. Each new season is a
baseline from which things will get stranger still. There’ll be yet more heat domes, storms, and flooding, coming
at a faster and faster speed. By 2050, the world could be dealing with 1.2 billion climate refugees(¥ [X:)escaping
for their lives.

One thing from Guttmann’s words is clear: However bad things are now, they’re set to get a whole lot worse.
We need to have the awareness that there is no “new normal” where we can stop to catch our breath. And, if we
don’t do something, things will get worse.

32. Why is Guttmann’s story mentioned?
A. To explore what is behind the story.
B. To describe what life holds in the future.
C. To explain the cause of her being in prison.
D. To experience her feeling of disappointment.
33. What does paragraph 2 mainly tell us?

A. The climate disasters. B. The storm.

C. The extreme heat. D. The high water temperature.
34. Which view concerning “new normal” will cause an argument?

A. The statesmen propose “new normal” with a good purpose.

B. “New normal” alarms the long-term impact of climate change

C. Things about global temperature at “new normal” won’t be worse.

D. What Guttmann wants will probably come to nothing at such a “new normal”.
35. What is the author’s attitude toward Guttmann’s concern?

A. Unclear. B. Supportive. C. Doubtful. D. Negative.
[%4%)32.A 33.A 34.C 35.B
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32, HA) B @ . AR B SC B Bt 1 have been turning over her words for what happened later. Vermont
experienced storms last week, causing floods and resulting in deaths. An extreme heat brought the number of
people in one Phoenix emergency room to levels never seen since the COVID-19 pandemic. The ocean water
around the Florida Keys reached a temperature of over 90°F, seriously endangering coral reefs.(H T J5 Kk &K 4
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33.E B KR . M HE S 5 Bl have been turning over her words for what happened later. Vermont
experienced storms last week, causing floods and resulting in deaths. An extreme heat brought the number of
people in one Phoenix emergency room to levels never seen since the COVID-19 pandemic. The ocean water
around the Florida Keys reached a temperature of over 90°F, seriously endangering coral reefs.(H T J5 Kk K 4
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34 HERA| W @, AR5 SCF 5E = B “But the phrase of “new normal”, to me, also has the suggestion that now, at
least, is “normal,” as if we’ve been riding a lift of global( 4= ¥K [1] )temperature rise, and just arrived at the top
floor. “It surely is hot up here at the new normal, but good thing is that it won’t get any worse.”({H 5§ &K,
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354 HEL A . AR 4 S 5 B J5 — B¢ “One thing from Guttmann’s words is clear: However bad things are now,
they’re set to get a whole lot worse. We need to have the awareness that there is no “new normal” where we can
stop to catch our breath. And, if we don’t do something, things will get worse.( Guttmann ] 1% F14H — 55 /& i
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We all know reading can teach you facts, and knowing the right thing at the right time helps you be more
successful. But is that the whole reason just about every smart, great person you can think of, from Bill Gates to
Yu Minhong, credits much of their success to their reading? Of course not.

In fact, beyond simply educating us, books have more benefits(Zf 4L). They provide inspiration, guide our
decisions, and sometimes even change our lives. Reading a good book can be so amazing that you forget about
your troubles for a while. On top of that, reading helps us understand people from different walks of life. It gives
us a window into their minds and hearts. Reading has many positive effects on your body as well. Research shows
that people who read are less likely to suffer from anxiety. Regular readers also have lower rates of heart disease
than those who do not read at all or only watch television. It works better and faster than other methods of
relaxation, such as listening to music or drinking hot tea.

Of course, you are reading right now, but sorry, it doesn’t count. The most important benefits come from
devoting the time and attention to longer, deeper content. What type of reading is best for the brain? They believe
that reading a novel closely to study literature and thinking about its value is an effective exercise in the brain,
more effective than just reading for pleasure. Don’t go fooling yourself into considering a look through Facebook
as a brain workout.

I use Goodreads to track how many books I read, and try to increase the number every year. If you are
inspired to get through more novels this year too, keep an eye on your brain’s performance too, to see if it’s
making a difference. I can safely say that you’ll be amazed at the result!

But seriously, have you read any good books lately? Let me know in the comments.

32. What is paragraph 1 mainly about?

A. Great persons like reading.

B. Reading enriches people’s life.

C. Reading has far more benefits than listed.

D. Bill Gates and Yu Minhong have good credit.

33. What do we know about reading according to paragraph 2?

A. It frees us from trouble.

B. It helps us better understand others.

C. It is a useful way to treat heart disease.

D. It can take the place of physical exercise.

34. Which of the following reading activities benefits you most?

A. Turning to books for fun.

B. Looking through articles online.

C. Going through newspapers every morning.

D. Thinking about its value while reading a novel.

35. Which may be the best title for the text?

A. It’s never too late to read. B. Deep reading works better.

C. A good book is a good friend. D. There is no easy road to reading.
[%%132.C 33.B 34D 35B
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time helps you be more successful. But is that the whole reason just about every smart, great person you can
think of, from Bill Gates to Yu Minhong, credits much of their success to their reading? Of course not.(F A 1R
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Thousands of emperor penguins in western Antarctica lost their chicks last year, largely due to gradually
reducing sea ice, satellite data suggest.

While looking at satellite images in 2022, geographer Peter Fretwell noticed that ice in one area was
melting (14, Jespecially early in the year. He and his colleagues wanted to measure the influence of this ice loss
on emperor penguins in the Bellingshausen Sea off western Antarctica. So the researchers looked at satellite
images of groups to determine the future of the breeding( % 4 )season. There were 62 emperor penguin groups
throughout Antarctica. Of the five groups observed, four probably lost all their chicks, the team reports August 24.

Emperor penguins rely on stable(#2 72 [f])sea ice throughout their breeding season. When an egg hatches( %
k), the newborn chick must fledge(F]1t), losing its soft feathers to gain its waterproof coat. But in 2022, sea ice
broke up before some groups were finished fledging. Without waterproof feathers, fledging birds were unable to
survive, Fretwell says.

Some of those other groups have also experienced bad breeding seasons lately. On Antarctica’s Brunt Ice
Shelf, the world’s second-largest emperor penguin group at the time had three years of breeding failure from 2016
to 2018 after storms broke up sea ice there, Fretwell and a colleague previously reported.

The new study, recording breeding failure across several groups at once, “is the first observation that agrees
with the worst expectations of what could happen” as the Earth continues to warm, Schmidt says. “I’'m
worried—it’s not a good sign.” Recent estimates predict(Fiill|)that the changing climate and melting sea ice could
cut emperor penguin populations by more than half by 2100.

Although the future of emperor penguins is worrying, Fretwell still has hope. “If we can slow down global
warming... we can turn around the future of the emperor penguin,” he says. “But that window of opportunity is
getting smaller, so we really have to act now.”

32. What’s Peter Fretwell’s research aimed at?

A. Figuring out why Antarctica’s ice is melting.

B. Knowing the effect of ice loss on emperor penguins.

C. Working out the number of emperor penguin groups.

D. Changing the emperor penguins’ future in breeding season.

33. What can we learn from paragraphs 3 and 4?

A. The birth rate of emperor penguins is very low.

B. The growth process of emperor penguins is tough.

C. The breaking up of sea ice leads to the breeding failure.

D. The groups all have experienced bad breeding seasons.

34. What is special about the new study?

A. It meets the worst expectations of what might happen.

B. It records breeding failure of several groups at once.

C. It predicts emperor penguins’ population will decrease by half.

D. It calls on people to change the future of the emperor penguin.

35. What is Fretwell’s attitude toward the future of emperor penguins?

A. Unclear. B. Negative. C. Doubtful. D. Positive.
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Sometimes our friends’ behaviour can make us angry; sometimes we can see changes they need to make — but
how do we tell them? Are there any ways to make difficult conversations easier?

It’s important to have evidence(ill: #% )that there is a problem. Evidence that can be agreed on makes it easier
for other people to recognize problems. Once you have evidence, it’s important to stress how it influences you and
others. Psychologist Andrea Bonior suggests framing problems with “I”’ . Saying “I feel hurt that you spend less
time with me” is better than “You never spend time with me!” .

Staying calm is of great importance. Being in tension might lead you to act badly and cause an argument.
Bonior recommends you should accept that the conversation could make you anxious. If you think about this
yourself, it can help you focus on positive results. If you recognize your anxiety to your friend, you will show a
more human side. Another psychologist, Laura Brennan, points out how it’s important that we let go of our
self-respect and don’t focus on the need to be proved right. This can help reduce tension.

Listening to the other person and asking questions can lower the potential for disagreement. Many experts
recommend planning your words, so that you can say things in a way that avoids disagreement. However, Bonior
is against overplanning as this can stop you being flexible enough to sincerely follow and join in the discussion.

Being patient is necessary. Complicated problems are unlikely to be solved with one conversation. Consider
what is possible in one discussion, and that it may be harder than you thought. This will help you to set practical
goals for what you can achieve.

33. Why should we keep calm in face of tension?

A. To avoid an argument. B. To respect ourselves.

C. To make ourselves anxious. D. To focus on right things.
33. What does the underlined word “framing” in Paragraph 2 mean?

A. Reminding. B. Expressing. C. Ignoring. D. Escaping.
34. What can we learn from Paragraph 4?

A. Overplanning will cause argument. B. Bonior supports overplanning words.

C. Argument will disappear by listening. D. Many experts suggest planning words.
35. What is the best title for the text?

A. Good qualities of a true friend B. Great power of communication

C. Effective ways to reduce tension D. Talking to solve friendship problems
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Fatima Bushin was losing her sight and was scared. She said what worried her most wasn’t the fear of a long,
painful journey to blindness. She feared being unable to feed her family because blindness would keep her from
working, as mothers do. The tragedy is that Bushin’s condition was preventable and, if caught in time, stoppable.
She was among thousands of women in Tanzania who suffered from trachoma(¥>HR), an infectious disease
affecting largely poor communities in developing countries. Trachoma is one of neglected tropical diseases, or
NTDs, so named because they receive less attention than other tropical diseases.

All NTDs can be controlled or cured entirely with known public health approaches and interventions.
Improved sanitation(¥ 3% T.4), medicines and medical procedures have produced truly remarkable results in
preventing and controlling NTDs, including trachoma, in some of the world’s poorest communities. Preventing,
controlling and curing these diseases puts out poverty’s fire at its base.

We know it can be done. Through long-term efforts, several of these NTDs have been stamped out in some
countries such as Laos. To wipe out extreme poverty around the world. many countries continue to invest in what
is one of the most successful foreign assistance programs. For example, U.S. Agency for International
Development programs to combat NTDs have reached nearly 300 million people affected by diseases that can
spoil the patients’ appearance or weaken the patients physically.

For Bushin, the story ends well. Through foreign assistance program, she was able to lave the surgery needed
to treat trachoma and save her eyesight. The surgery is relatively simple, performed in an hour at an outpatient
clinic, and costs less than $300. In return, Bushin avoided a lifelong disability that would have recondemned her
family to poverty with little hope for escape.

Jan. 30 marks the World NTD Day, a day that global public health experts say is needed to focus attention on
the fight against tropical diseases. The success of the global fight against NTDs is good news for millions of
people. It has been life-changing for a mother in Tanzania who continues to be able to provide for her family
thanks to the constant efforts being made that kept her family out of poverty by saving her eyesight.

32. What was the greatest concern of Bushin?

A. The possible loss of her eyesight.

B. The slim chance of getting rid of poverty.

C. The potential inability to support her family.

D. The deliberate neglect of her by her parents.

33. What does the underlined part “stamped out” in Paragraph 3 most probably mean?

A. Caught. B. Removed. C. Tracked. D. Analyzed.
34. In what tone does the author describe the treatment of NTDs?
A. Critical. B. Regretful. C. Humorous. D. Positive.

35. What can we infer from the text?
A. NTDs could be cured earlier than expected.
B. Poverty and disease tend to be largely connected.
C. Infectious diseases will be the biggest global issue.
D. International cooperation is a must for treating a disease.
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In most cases, people pick the easiest way out: the path of least resistance. Yet, it is the hard choice—the path
of most resistance—that is more beneficial and provides most success in the long run. How do these paths differ?
What are the dangers of an easy life? What are the rewards for a hard life?

Taking the path of least resistance means choosing the easiest available option, without thinking about its
long-term consequences. For example, you eat whatever and whenever you like. It may feel nice at first but they
have a very high price—guaranteed obesity(I! ). Most people in modern world follow this path, and this is why
so many people struggle without self-control, good habits, etc.

The path of most resistance is about choosing the option that will lead to more personal growth, even if it
means suffering in the early stage. For example, it may cost you a lot to quit watching TV for hours. But over the
long term, you’ll free up a lot of time that will lead to a more satisfying lite than that of a couch potato. At first
sight, this way is unattractive. It requires effort and loss of pleasure, and leads to potential suffering. Yet, on the
other side of all that lies a world of more confidence and self-control. In the end, they more than make up for the
passing shallow pleasures.

We’re lazy by nature. Some may point out that because of this laziness that we now enjoy so many wonders
of technology that people in the past would kill to have. But ask the same individuals praising laziness if they
would be happy living a life where everything is given to them the moment they think about it. They would have
zero difficulties, no aims in life and no obstacle to get over and no wise human would want such an existence.

32. How does the author show the dangers of choosing the easy path?

A. By asking questions. B. By giving examples.

C. By giving explanations. D. By making a comparison.
33. What does the underlined word “it” in paragraph 3 refer to?

A. Watching TV for hours. B. Getting shallow pleasures.

C* Having many life struggles. D. Choosing the path of most resistance.
34. Which of the following would the author agree with?

A. Life is to be enjoyed, not suffered. B. There should be some challenges in life.

C. Set your lite goals as early as possible.  D. Good habits provide short-term pleasures.
35. What is the author’s purpose in writing the text?
A. To tell us humans are lazy by nature.
B. To encourage us to take the hard path of life.
C. To prove that laziness leads to wonders in life.
D. To show the common lifestyles of young people.
[%4%132.B 33.D 34.B 35B
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There is an old Chinese proverb that states “One generation plants the trees; another gets the shade,” and this
is how it should be with mothers and daughters. The relationship between a mother and a daughter is sometimes
confusing. The relationship can be similar to friendship. However, the mother and daughter relationship has
unique characteristics that distinguish it from a friendship. These characteristics include a hierarchy(%52% )of
responsibilities and unconditional love, which preclude mothers and daughters from being best friends.

Marina, 27 years old, said, “I love spending time with my mom, but I wouldn’t consider her my best friend.
Best friends don’t pay for your wedding. Best friends don’t remind you how they carried you in their body and
gave you life! Best friend: don’t tell you how wise they are because they have been alive at least 20 years longer
than you.” This doesn’t mean that the mother and daughter relationship can’t be very close and satisfying.

While some adult relationships are still troubled, many find them to be extremely rewarding. This generation
of mothers and adult daughters has a lot in common, which increases the likelihood of shared companionship.
Mothers and daughters have always shared the common experience of being homemakers, responsible for
maintaining and passing on family values and traditions. Today contemporary mothers and daughters also share
the experience of the workforce and technology, which may bring them even closer together.

Best friends may or may not continue to be best friends, but for better or worse, the mother and daughter
relationship is permanent, even if for some unfortunate reason they aren’t speaking. The mother and child
relationship is closer than any other. There is not an equal relationship. Daughters should not feel responsible for
their mother’s emotional well-being. It isn’t that they don’t care deeply about their mothers. It’s just that they
shouldn’t be burdened with their mother’s well-being.

The mother and daughter relationship is a relationship that is not replaceable by any other. Mothers never
stop being mothers, which includes frequently wanting to protect their daughters and often feeling responsible for
their happiness. Mothers always “trump(J4:i)” friends.

32. What does the underlined word “preclude” in paragraph 1 probably mean?

A. differ B. prevent C. benefit D. change
33. What do we know from the text?

A. The mother and daughter relationship can be replaced by a best friend.

B. A mother’s love brings her and her daughter a close friendship.
C. The mother and daughter relationship goes beyond best friends’ friendship.
D. Marina has a troubled relationship with her mother.
34. How does the author mainly prove his statements?
A. By listing data. B. By giving explanations.
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C. By quoting sayings. D. By giving examples.

35. What is the best title for the text?

A. How to Be a Good Mother and Daughter?

B. Who Is a Mother’s Best Friend?

C. Mothers or Friends?

D. Can a Mother Be a Daughter’s Best Friend?
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I know that some of you are still adjusting to being back at school. But I’m here today because I have
something important to discuss with you. I’'m here because I want to talk with you about your education and
what’s expected of all of you in this new school year.

And this isn’t just important for your own life and your own future. What you make of your education will
decide nothing less than the future of this country. The future of our country depends on you. What you’re
learning in school today will determine whether we as a nation can meet our greatest challenges in the future.

You’ll need the knowledge and problem-solving skills you learn in science and math to cure diseases like
cancer and to develop new energy technologies and protect our environment. You’ll need the insights and
critical-thinking skills you gain in history and social studies to build our country. You’ll need the creativity and
ingenuity you develop in all your classes to build new companies that will create new jobs and boost our economy.
We need every single one of you to develop your talents and your skills and your intellect so you can help us old
folks solve our most difficult problems.

The circumstances of your life—what you look like, where you come from, how much money you have,
what you’ve got going on at home—none of that is an excuse for neglecting your homework or having a bad
attitude in school. That’s no excuse for talking back to your teacher, or cutting class, or dropping out of school.
There is no excuse for not trying.

Where you are right now doesn’t have to determine where you’ll end up. No one’s written your future for
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you, because here in our country, you write your own future. You make your own future. Whatever you resolve to
do, I want you to commit to it. I want you to really work at it.
32. What can we learn from the first two paragraphs?

A. Students adjust to their new schools easily.
B. Students wish they could be still on holiday.
C. Students decide to live up to their expectations.
D. Students influence the future of the whole country.
33. Which skill should students have is not mentioned in paragraph 3?
A. Problem solving.B. Creativity.
C. Critical thinking. D. Independent thinking.
34. What does the speech mainly focus on?
A. Opportunities in creating new jobs.
B. Great challenges in this new school year.
C. The strategies of protecting environment.
D. The responsibilities for students” own education.
35. What should you do in your new school year according to the speaker?
A. Talk back to our teachers at all time.
B. Have a negative attitude in school occasionally.
C. Devote ourselves to whatever we are intended to do.
D. Make excuses for neglecting homework if necessary.
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jobs and boost our economy.” (1741 1K 75 B AE Ak AN A 22 15 b 22 30 11 Jn RN At ke ) 358 (1) 15 B8 SR V6 97 e i 45
AR, T ROBTIBEIREBOR, DRI IRATAIIAIE o ARA TR 75 ZEARATIAE 3 S AN 2B 78 s 3R AT (I 52 70 At
PR REAR B W IRATHIE 5o ARAT TR 5 AL I A BRAE Hh 55 9 B B3 0 AR A A B R QN a2 i A ), 6
RIS, HESIIRATHIA TR E) AT, “Mdkinl el i /) AHLAIVE B 4E " el &, Mhor IEZE )
RES1, WAHEPSE R, ik D.

34 FEFH KB, RIESE—B“I’m here because I want to talk with you about your education and what’s expected
of all of you in this new school year.”(KixX H 2 KA FURA TR IR ZUE , LLECHT X R ATTBTA A
HIHIEE) DL S AR PR 58 — Bt “You’ll need the knowledge and problem-solving skills you learn in science and math
to cure diseases like cancer and to develop new energy technologies and protect our environment. You’ll need
the insights and critical-thinking skills you gain in history and social studies to build our country. You’ll need
the creativity and ingenuity you develop in all your classes to build new companies that will create new jobs
and boost our economy. We need every single one of you to develop your talents and your skills and your
intellect so you can help us old folks solve our most difficult problems.” (/R4 14 75 ZAE R} 2= A HUF R 2= 3
PRI URURT A e T ) B RESARVA T IRE S50, TP ACET I BEVR R, GRIPIRATHII R . AR TR 75 ZEARAIHE
P13 SR 2T 58 H SRAT IR 2 0 At 0 R B RE SR R AT [ 5K o ARAT DA 75 2 AE T URAR P B IR Y
UG AR B A R AR R A |, BIERT L LSy, HEShRATRA T A . BATH ZARA1E— DA
TARAEE CHIARE . SOREAE R, XAFURAT A B A B FAN 1K L8 28 N\ i R i ) e S 0 ) v, 9 %
TEEN B O A IUE, Wik D .

354 Wy A . AR B 8040 25 — B “The circumstances of your life—what you look like, where you come from,

how much money you have, what you’ve got going on at home—none of that is an excuse for neglecting your

homework or having a bad attitude in school. That’s no excuse for talking back to your teacher, or cutting class,

or dropping out of school. There is no excuse for not trying.”(R [ AEFE AT —ARAH, RREBEE, IR
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HHERE TN, BREREUR, BUEIRY . A DAL= MR 5 — B “Whatever you resolve to do, I want
you to commit to it. I want you to really work at it.”(FCIE AR T 7€ PO T4, FRESA AR E F LN . A
BEAREMZS I AT, ARAE VLG UL, VREEHT 22 AE NAZ A B O AN BT B AR T 1% ok, W0k C
T o
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Is looking fashionable more important than being comfortable? Many people seem to think so, judging( )
)by the things they wear. But fashion is not everything. It is more important to be a healthy and good person.

People go to great lengths to be fashionable. Some people think they have to have a certain body type, so
they go on extreme, unhealthy diets in order to change their bodies. In addition, many women wear uncomfortable
fashions, such as high-heeled shoes that cause pain to their feet, and tight body shapers that limit blood flow. Men
and women alike spend time and money on products that change their natural hair color or hairstyle. Some people
even spend several hours a day in front of a mirror. Is fashion so important that people spend so much time and
effort changing what they look like?

If the purpose of fashion is to make a person feel good, it does not make sense that he or she would go
through so much discomfort to be fashionable. Fashion should not come first. People should put their health and
positive image in the first place. What people wear does not say anything about their personalities. Instead of
spending hours choosing a dress, perhaps you should call your friends and do something together, such as playing
soccer or badminton. Instead of going on strict diets and forcing yourself to stay hungry, why not eat some healthy
foods and then exercise? By doing these things, you can keep a healthy lifestyle and truly grow as a person.

32. Why does the author include questions in the text?

A. To enrich the content. B. To introduce a new topic.
C. To present different ideas. D. To encourage readers to think.
33. What is paragraph 2 mainly about?
A. The fact about fashion industry. B. Reasons why fashion is important.

C. The price to pay for being fashionable.  D. Products popular with fashion followers.

34. Which of the following activities would the author most likely recommend?

A. Going skiing with friends. B. Starting a new diet with a friend.
C. Changing hairstyles every week. D. Shopping for fashionable clothes.
35. What is the author’s main purpose in writing the text?

A. To introduce the latest fashion trends.
B. To tell readers how to remain fashionable.
C. To advise readers to value health over fashion.
D. To show readers advantages and disadvantages of dieting.

[%%132.B 33.C 34A 35C
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32 HEFE AW, MR 2 — Bt “Is looking fashionable more important than being comfortable? Many people seem
to think so, judging(#] 7 )by the things they wear. But fashion is not everything. It is more important to be a
healthy and good person.(F €& K I ¥ LU #7 1 56 B 200 2 P ARAT] 2 AR AR R FI T, 1R 2 ALLP#IX 400K .
B R IEA R — V) i MERRETE R N EEZ) w5, MRS s, DLSIASCE R I8 @ RR EL i
Wi E S, Kk B .

33.FE B KR . RS —B“Some people think they have to have a certain body type, so they go on extreme,
unhealthy diets in order to change their bodies. In addition, many women wear uncomfortable fashions, such as
high-heeled shoes that cause pain to their feet, and tight body shapers that limit blood flow. Men and women
alike spend time and money on products that change their natural hair color or hairstyle. Some people even
spend several hours a day in front of a mirror.(ff 24 NI\ H Qb Z4HA R AR, FrLUBATT R T H &
bt KRB AMERRRE . A, W2 LMEFHEANETFERNL, B m R s, R
HMLBR BN S BB AR . 55 NI L NS AR B) A0 <5 B SE O3 A AT 1 AR R (R B ) 7= it o AT 28N
FRRFRAC VA NHEG TN AT/, ARBEZANE 7 AT 1A A, #odk C 1.

34 HEHA| W@, AR5 2 = Bt “Instead of spending hours choosing a dress, perhaps you should call your friends
and do something together, such as playing soccer or badminton. Instead of going on strict diets and forcing
yourself to stay hungry, why not eat some healthy foods and then exercise? By doing these things, you can keep
a healthy lifestyle and truly grow as a person.(15 FH AL LA/ RPGER R, HPFVRIZAT BG4 R I AC
R E, B R BREE TR, SHMR R, sia B ORI, vt A A — L R
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35, H A B A . AR 4 2 — Bt “But fashion is not everything. It is more important to be a healthy and good
person.({H I i H AN & — U)o i — > B &7 18 19 N\ 5 8 22)” DL J& 55 — BX “Fashion should not come first.
People should put their health and positive image in the first place.(Fs W AN N AZ A 58— 7 o AT TZ 40 i B
AR SOBAE B ALY AT 50, A SCUE NS Mz AN g e &7 & s s e, fhtfE s, (R BAEAR ST H
T M) E A R E AL i, Wk C T
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If you are reading this, you were probably born in the 2000s. The oh-ohs. The 21st century. That would make
you young, creative, and no doubt smart. Maybe good-looking, too. Right? But what do other people think about
your generation?

Some adults worry that you’re more interested in the screen in front of you than the world around you. They
think of you as the “face-down generation” because you use your phone so much. They wonder how you will deal
with school, friends and family. Are today’s teenagers too busy texting and taking selfies( H #)to become
successful in real life—or “IRL”, as you would say?

Other adults worry that today’s youth are spoilt(3j % )and don’t want to face the challenges of adult life.
Many children born in the 1990s and 2000s were raised by “helicopter parents” who were always there to guide
and help their children with a busy schedule filled with homework and after-school activities such as dancing,
drawing, or sports. With parents who do everything for them, today’s youth seem to prefer to live like teenagers
even when they are in their 20s or 30s.

Does the face-down generation need a heads-up? Well, probably not. The fact is that many of today’s
teenagers are better educated and more creative than past generations. They also seem to be willing to become
leaders. More young people than ever volunteer to help their communities. There are also brave young people
such as Malala Yousafzai, the teenager who won the 2014 Noble Peace Prize for pushing girls’ rights to go to
school.

So if you’re one of the oh-ohs, there’s no reason to be worried about the future. Things are looking up for the
face-down generation. Chances are that you do GR8(great)and LOL(laugh out loud).

32. Who is this passage written for?

A. The teenagers  B. The teachers C. The parents D. The oh-ohs
33. What do helicopter parents always do?

A. Help and direct their children. B. Do homework instead of children.

C. Guide children to face challenges. D. Plan a busy schedule for children.
34. How does the writer feel about the younger generation?

A. Anxious. B. Confident. C. Satisfied. D. Helpless

35. What can we learn according to the passage?

A. Parents should put down their phones.
B. Young people should be better educated.
C. The oh-ohs should be hopeful about the future.
D. Face-down generation should raise their heads.
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32 HEFE W, MR 55— BL“If you are reading this, you were probably born in the 2000s. The oh-ohs. The 21st
century. That would make you young, creative, and no doubt smart. Maybe good-looking, too. Right? But what
do other people think about your generation?( U1 A AR IEAE S 2 3L &, ARIR AT G H A 7E 2000 4FfL. oh-ohs
—e 21 . EREibRFER HEIIES, M HZRERILRIER . WATRKATE . XE? HEHA
NEABRATZ—ANNE? Y AT HERN, L2524 oh-ohs —4UHY, #iik D.

33.40 17 ML . AR ¥ ZH = Bt “Many children born in the 1990s and 2000s were raised by “helicopter parents”
who were always there to guide and help their children with a busy schedule filled with homework and
after-school activities such as dancing, drawing, or sports.(¥% 90 J5 1 00 J&5 1% F#8& H “ EL AL EE”
TEFR KK, AR AR T AT R 22 He b 48 S A BA A ], IX e 22 HE7ni 7 K VR LA ERAME ),
nksE. EEEGSEN) R, BTN BEERE BIAIR 2T, Huk A

34, 4 BB W 8, AR HE 3] B0 5 — B “The fact is that many of today’s teenagers are better educated and more
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creative than past generations. They also seem to be willing to become leaders. More young people than ever
volunteer to help their communities. There are also brave young people such as Malala Yousafzai, the teenager
who won the 2014 Noble Peace Prize for pushing girls’ rights to go to school.(F 3£ I, 5 K2 & /D4 il
FZIMANZE HIFEE, WEAE ). AP REE RO SE . B2 KE RN B Bl
A IX . A BEER N, il Malala Yousafzai, GhRHES) &% F22IRURIT3RTS 2014 4535 DUR
P22y UL ) B Ji— Bt “So if you’re one of the oh-ohs, there’s no reason to be worried about the future.(Fr LA,
A0SR AR T “oh-hos™ ) — 51, LA B HHH O AR IR, 1EE XS oh-ohs —AUFTIH{F L2, #iik B.

35,4 2 R Wy @ . MR S % S5 — Bt “So if you’re one of the oh-ohs, there’s no reason to be worried about the
future.(FTLL, WA Z AR Fhoh-hos™ ) — 51, Al AT B FAHO R R) RIHEAN, X EEFZ T I AR R 78 i B,
ik Co
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Danone Portugal introduced a new yogurt named Juntos. For every pack of yogurt that a person bought, he
would donate yogurt to a family in need. Danone had done its research. Increasingly, people say they want to buy
from brands that give them a sense of purpose. Surely a yogurt that helped the needy would be appealing. But
Juntos was a failure. Despite sinking millions into a marketing campaign, Danone pulled Juntos from the market
only months after it was launched. Now the same product is simply marketed as a tasty yogurt.

What happened? To find the reason behind Juntos’ failure, Lawrence Williams and his colleagues did an
experiment where they showed people some products and asked these people to pick one option. They reminded
some to focus on the “purposeful and valuable” aspect while others were told to “enjoy themselves” and focus on
“delight and pleasure.” They found that participants who prioritized meaning preferred the less expensive product
when compared with people who put pleasure in the first place.

So why were meaning-seekers cheaping out? Lawrence Williams asked participants to explain their
decision-making to find out. He learned that meaning-oriented people were not thinking about how the product
they might buy could bring meaning to their lives. Instead, they were occupied with what else they could do with
their money.

I am all for people making wise and strategic financial choices. But cheap products can create many
problems. Inexpensive options often do not last as long as the higher-end ones. As a result, we shop more often,
which is ultimately worse for our wallets. Plus, that spending pattern can do a greater damage to the environment.
Thanks in part to fast fashion, people buy 60 percent more clothing today than they did 15 years ago. The fashion
industry alone emits more greenhouse gases than international flights and maritime(i# ¥ ] )shipping combined.

So before you dive into your wallet for some deals, try not to fix only on what you are spending or saving.
Think carefully about what you are buying, too.

32. What is the main reason for the failure of Juntos?

A. It ignored marketing strategies. B. It priced itself relatively high.
C. It lacked a particularly good taste. D. It focused on delight and pleasure.
33. What can be inferred about meaning seekers?
A. They frequent high-end stores. B. They think products extend their lives.
C. They hesitate to make decisions. D. They make more purchases with money.
34. How is Paragraph 4 mainly developed?
A. By giving some examples. B. By listing numbers and data.
C. By explaining reasons. D. By making some comparisons.
35. Which is the most suitable title for the text?
A. Innovation: a Product’s Life B. To Buy or not to Buy

C. Meaning seekers or Quality-pursuers D. Fast Fashion: a Hit to Your Wallet
[%%132.B 33.D 34.C 35C
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329015 B A# A . AR I 2 — BX “Increasingly, people say they want to buy from brands that give them a sense of
purpose. Surely a yogurt that helped the needy would be appealing. But Juntos was a failure. (8K % ) A 3£
s ABATRE MR EE LA ATT H Fm B it OIS BRI K . 245K, FEI5 N IR W2 ARA W51 /7. {H Juntos 21
9 W3y A2 — Bt “What happened? To find the reason behind Juntos’ failure, Lawrence Williams and his
colleagues did an experiment where they showed people some products and asked these people to pick one
option. They reminded some to focus on the “purposeful and valuable” aspect while others were told to “enjoy
themselves” and focus on “delight and pleasure.” They found that participants who prioritized meaning
preferred the less expensive product when compared with people who put pleasure in the first place. (& E T ft
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LFHYN T HH Juntos R JE A, Lawrence Williams FU ) [F AT 15 T — AN 3256, AT R AMTE R T
R, IR NIEFE R, MERIE S NRVE T O HACEME” BOJTTE, 15— 2 AU
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33 EEE KT @, A A 5 — Bt “So why were meaning-seekers cheaping out? Lawrence Williams asked participants
to explain their decision-making to find out. He learned that meaning-oriented people were not thinking about
how the product they might buy could bring meaning to their lives. Instead, they were occupied with what else
they could do with their money. (84, Aft4 FRKE S NESLEHER AR THRHESR, 5B
PRAHHTEORZ 5 R REAA TR SR 3. At TR, DA OSSR AN 25 SR ARAT T AT BE I SR 7 b I AT 45
AATTRO AT A R e AR AR T 858 B SRR RE T R A A HA AR 78 )] HED 5 S SR E B R T
FIARSKEE Z 2814, #uk Do

34 HEEE KT, AR PE VY BT am all for people making wise and strategic financial choices. But cheap products
can create many problems. Inexpensive options often do not last as long as the higher-end ones. As a result, we
shop more often, which is ultimately worse for our wallets. Plus, that spending pattern can do a greater damage
to the environment. (F5E 4 3CHE ML T 01K IS P 10004 5 36 6. ELRE R 07 B 2272 AR 25 L.
HHEFIEFE A B m RS A A GR, FATESEIGY), K20 FATHRI R E AR
BEAh, XM DA 2 X A5 38 1l B R A RBER ) ] HE BT A 2 38 o R SRR (1407 i 27 AR AR 22 [ R Y i
PRIR A e VU B, ik C.

35. B REE . @4, HHEH VU am all for people making wise and strategic financial choices. But
cheap products can create many problems. Inexpensive options often do not last as long as the higher-end ones.
As a result, we shop more often, which is ultimately worse for our wallets. Plus, that spending pattern can do a
greater damage to the environment. (3% 58 4% 34 AT B R R0 R & A R 04 5% 106 43 o (LS R 10 77 il 23 7
AR Z A B R IR R T A B S R RS A A . AR, FATESRE YY), XA AR AT
PEREL AR . Al X PR 2o PR BRI i B R BB IR ) F i 5 — B ““So before you dive into your
wallet for some deals, try not to fix only on what you are spending or saving. Think carefully about what you
are buying, too. (FTEL, fEVRA X BRAFEA AT, REANZERSJERIE 7 208y 7 208, B
75 R AR LI (R 25 D8 ) R R S 3 2 B R S SR ORI FA BN % K DRI BN 17
AT, C IRl “ B OUERFIL R MFUERE” FFEXEEE, ik C.
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We’re always encouraging students to read fiction(/)M ).

We push them towards the library doors, wave the latest David Walliams bestsellers in their faces and catch
them in the passage suggesting they read the latest novels.

But do we ever point them in the direction of newspaper websites, travel guides or historical reports?

The ability to read and write isn’t just about how often students pick up books; it’s also about the types of
texts they read. And that should mean as much non-fiction as fiction.

This does present challenges, as Doug Lemov said in Reading Reconsidered, “Understanding non-fiction
needs a strong base of knowledge, but reading non-fiction is also one of the primary ways such a base of
knowledge is built.”

This is why we must introduce non-fiction to children from an early age. The more non-fiction young people
read in school, with the guidance of teachers, the more chances they will have to build up a large store of
background knowledge to help them understand more difficult texts later on. To do this, we must give more lesson
time to non-fiction.

Every teacher in every subject also needs to take responsibility for this. Reading has something to do with all
subjects, all of which come with their own reading difficulties. Lemov suggests students should be given the
chance to read more than one text on any given topic. So, when learning about the Battle of Waterloo in history,
why not read some articles about the event? And when studying Dickens in English, why not read it alongside
some parts chosen from his own Sketches by Boz?

For non-fiction to be most helpful for students, it should be as undiluted as possible. Texts should keep their
non-fiction features( # &i )and difficult words should not be taken away to create a simpler text. In fact,
non-fiction is one of the best ways to make students learn difficult words.

It is also easy to find a huge number of non-fiction texts online. You can even share sources with students.
This is especially important for those students going into higher education.

32. The author raises the question in Paragraph 3 to .
A. compare different ideas B. doubt a common practice
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C. show the necessity of reading D. question why students read fiction
33. Why should teachers spend more lesson time on non-fiction?
A. To increase students’ understanding. B. To get students to study independently.
C. To find excellent students. D. To make lessons changeable.
34. What does Lemov suggest teachers in every subject do to help students?
A. Teach them to learn from history. B. Help them with reading difficulties.

C. Encourage them to read related articles. D. Sha re stories of famous people with them.
35. What does the underlined word “undiluted” in the last but one paragraph mean?

A. Easy. B. Popular. C. Unexpected. D. Unchanged.
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32 R T @, AR B B BL“We’re always encouraging students to read fiction(/NUE).(FRATT /S A2 Bl il 2% A s /N i)
N5 — Bt “We push them towards the library doors, wave the latest David Walliams bestsellers in their faces
and catch them in the passage suggesting they read the latest novels.(FA THEARA THER B 1R TT 0, AEARATTTH
Hi% % David williams ST 5, EABATELH AR IAEARAT, @ BCAT S8R /N 350" AT 0, 3%
IR SETE STl 2= A e /N, 1 28 DU B A 9 “The ability to read and write isn’t just about how often students
pick up books; it’s also about the types of texts they read. And that should mean as much non-fiction as fiction.
(BB AV S AR RE I AU I R T2 A S AR s 1K 5 (AT B 1 () SOAR SR AL 56 o X RS /Nt AT
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33 HEEE FI W @ . AR I 2 T B “This does present challenges, as Doug Lemov said in Reading Reconsidered,
“Understanding non-fiction needs a strong base of knowledge, but reading non-fiction is also one of the
primary ways such a base of knowledge is built.”(IX A 547K | #kdh%, =41 Doug Lemov 7E § HH7 2% 5] 15)
HRT UL ISR, PRAR R /NG TR I S B AR IR, H BRSNS R LI M TR A Y S T 2
—o” )Rl %1, Doug Lemov WA\ JyBRfFAE/IN 5 75 22 W SR SR BE A, 17 [ 152 /N 0 A 8 ST o R R S Al )
FEFGTR 22—, 456575 B4 1“The more non-fiction young people read in school, with the guidance of
teachers, the more chances they will have to build up a large store of background knowledge to help them
understand more difficult texts later on.(fEZJTHIFE T T, FRANIEFRBEAARN R BERZE , AR50
AR RO AT SRR, BATE B AR ATT DL = B S8 R X SCAS) R A, Bzl /N 1 AR i RS 2 AR 1Y
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34. 407 B AR A . AR 1R 58 = B ) “Lemov suggests students should be given the chance to read more than
one text on any given topic.(Lemov F B A2 RAZAT WL 2 [ AT A 25 7€ 3@ 1) 2 4 SC8 ) AT A1, Lemov £
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35 1A SRS L MR &I 2 #iA] 5 Y “Texts should keep their non-fiction features(4% 55 )and difficult words should
not be taken away to create a simpler text.(SCAS L% R FF AR A IRFE, AN N Z XS 1) B i) 45, DLEY
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